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ORDER OF EXERCISES
i Memorial Day
AT PLYMOUTH, MASS.
SATURDAY, MAY 30, 1903
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VINE HILLS CEMETERY—Continued.
Morton Bobbins
James Ryan
Amasa C. S^ars
Horatio Sears
Winslow B. Sherman
John Shannon
Thomas Smith
A. H. Spaulding
Sherman \llen
George W. Barnes
Nathaniel F. Barnes
Winslow B. Barnes
Ro!>ert tf. Barnes
Herbert S. Bosworth
George H. Bradford
Lemuel Bradford
Nathaniel Burgess
Francis Bates
Ellis B. Bramhall
Joseph L. Bartlett
Victor A. Bartlett
John Bachelder
Benjamin F. Bum pus
John F. Churchill
Robert B. Churchill
Richard S. Cole
William Congdon
Samuel N. Dunham
Francis B. Davis
Josiah R. Drew
William C. Dunlap
Albert T. Finney
J. C. Fuller
Ichabod P. Bagnall
Charles. Brogan
John Burns
Martin Curley
Timothy Downey
James Keran
George W. Bartlett
Winslow Bartlett
Gustavus D. Bates
Elisha Benson
Winslow Churchill
Zenas Churchill
William F. Spooner
William Stevens
James H Stillman
John Swift
David A. Taylor
George Taylor
Wallace Taylor
Joseph F. Towns
OAK GROVE CEMETERY.
Frederick Weiss
William Williams
Philip H. Williams
George Woodbury
Alvarado Wrightington
Levi M Westgate
John W. Webster
Theodore S. Fuller
William P. Gooding
Ezra S. Goodwin
F Goodwin
William H Gurney
Nathani 1 Holmes
Leander Holmes
Horace Holmes
Isaac T. Holmes
Alexander M. Harrison
Benjamin Harvey
William H. Jackson
Beujamin S. Jenkins
Henry W. Kimball
William Kapser
Julia Kendall
Rev. F. N. Knapp
Phineas Leach
Sumner Leonard
Abner Leonard
Thomas A Mayo
Albert Mellen
George S. Morey
Charles P. Morse
C. A. S. Perkins
Isaac H. Perkins
John B. Perkins
Warren Rickard
Nathaniel Russell
Thomas S. Saunders
Benjamin H. Savery
Alberto M. Shaw
Joseph B. Shaw
Eleazer Shaw
James E. Sherman
Albert Simmons
George A . Simmons
Charles H. Swan
E. Stevens Turner
Frank W. Turner
Frank A. Thomas
Daniel S. Wells
Benj. H. Weston
Benjamin Whitmore
George F. Wood
Edward Wolcott
Pauline Wiswell
Rebecca Wiswell
ST. JOSEPH'S CEMETERY.
Thomas Lahey
Patrick Maguire
Michael McDermott
John McDowell
Charles Raymond
CHILTONVILLE.
John Fisher
George H. Holmes
Charles H. Howland
William H. Hoxie
Charles H. Long
John D. Manter
Thomas Rogan
Patrick S. Rogan
Patrick Smith
Patrick H. Sullivan
Emil J. Pickard
Sullivan
Gideon E. Morton
James W. Page
George F. Pierce
Otis Sears
Ansel H. Vaughan
SOUTH PLYMOUTH.—James Lynch.
SHIP POND.—Taylor Valler.
CARVER.
Jesse F. Lucas Perez T. Shurtleff
Albert T. Shurtleff
MIDDLEBORO.—George S. Thomas.
M ARSHFIELD.—T. C. Brown.
Decoration of graves in outlying districts under the direction of Chaplain
W. B. Standish, in the early morning.
Pelham W. Barrows
Daniel Dunham
Please notify of any omissions.
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TOWN OFFICERS.
Selectmen—Horace M. Saunders, D. H. Craig, tt*. O.
WlilThtg , Ira C. Ward. GEO. W, BRADFORD
To7i>n Clerk—Edward L. Burgess.
Town Treasurer—Edward L. Burgess. ,
Auditor—Frank D. Bartlett.
Collector of Taxes—Herbert W. Bartlett.
Clerk of Selectmen—Herbert W. Bartlett.
Assessors
—
John C. Cave, chosen 1903, for two years;
George Harlow, chosen 1903, for three years; James C.
Bates, chosen 1901, for three years.
Overseers of the Poor—Charles P. Hatch, chosen 1902,
for three years; Benjamin F. Ward, chosen 1903, for three
years; Charles A. Strong, chosen 1901, for three years.
Water Commissioners—Everett F. Sherman and John
W. Churchill, chosen 1903, for three years; Horace P. Bai-
ley and Charles T. Holmes, chosen 1902, for three years;
John H. Damon, chosen 1901, for three years.
School Committee—William S. Kyle and J. Holbrook
Shaw, chosen 1903, for three years; Elizabeth Thurber and
Arthur E. Lewis, chosen 1902, for three years; Frank H.
Perkins and Increase Robinson, chosen 1901, for three
years.
Burial Hill Committee— Selectmen.
Agawam Fishery Committee—Frank Harlow, Alfred
Holmes, Herbert S. Maxwell.
Park Commissioners—Thomas R. Watson, chosen 1903,
for one year; George R. Briggs, chosen 1903, for three
years; Walter H. Sears, chosen 1902, for three. years.
Surveyors and Measurers of Lumber—Leavitt T. Rob-
bins, Edward B. Atwood, Cornelius C. Holmes.
Sealer of Weights and Measures—Christopher T. Harris.
Beach Committee—Selectmen.
Superintendent of Streets—Stillman R. Sampson.
Field Drivers and Fence Viewers—Hosea C. Bartlett,
Wallace Nightingale, John F. Callanan, John W. Churchill
and Albert T. Harlow.
Superintendent of Water Works—Arthur E. Blackmer.
Collector of Water Rates—N. Reeves Jackson.
Pound Keeper—Hosea C. Bartlett.
Committee on Inland Fisheries—Thomas D. Shumway,
Charles B. Stoddard, Benjamin A. Hathaway.
Harbor Master—Ellis Whiting Harlow.
Board of Registration—C. H. Sherman, appointed in
place of C. H. Holmes, appointed in 1901, for three years;
William D. Carleton, appointed 1902, for three years;
Nathaniel G. Lanman, appointed 1903, for three years;
Edward L. Burgess.
Superintendent of Oak Grove and Vine Hills Cemeteries,
and Burial Hill—Edward F. Stranger.
Sexton—Winslow S. Holmes.
Superintendent of Almshouse—Obed C. Pratt.
Board of Health
—
John F. Callanan, chosen 1903, for
three years ; H. L. Molter, appointed in place of Joseph W.
Hunting, chosen 1902, for three years; J. Holbrook Shaw,
chosen 1901, for three years.
Board of Engineers—Frank H. Lanman, George E.
Saunders, John C. Cave, Isaac Hedge, Ephraim D. Bartlett,
Herbert Morissey and John E. Sullivan.
Superintendent of Chiltonville Cemetery—Chas. Rogers.
Superintendent of Manomet Cemetery—George A. Man-
ter.
Superintendent of Cedarville Cemetery—Charles E. Kim-
ball.
Constables—Michael Casey, Samuel Ferguson, Joseph
W. Hunting, Edward Manter, Freeman Manter, Augustine
J. Hogan, Peter Wood and John M. Atwood.
Chief of Police—Benjamin F. Goddard.
Committee on Sewerage—Selectmen.
Tree Warden—George R. Briggs.
Forester—George R. Briggs.
List of Deputy Forest Fire Wards, 1903—Henry O.
Whiting, Assistant Forester; Samuel Bradford, Nehemiah
L. Savery, Nath'l T. Clark, Benjamin Whiting. Elkanah
Finney, Gustavus G. Sampson, Frank L. St. George, Le-
Baron R. Barker, James M. Dowsett, D. Edson Raymond,
Albert M. Haskell, George H. Blanchard, Andrew J. Ca-
hoon, Henry L. Cahoon, Wm. F. Doten, Zenas E. Lang-
ford, Ziba R. Ellis, John T. Pierce, William C. Collingwood,
Stillman R. Sampson. Frank B. Holmes consented to act
at Manomet without a regular appointment.
ABSTRACT OF RECORDS OF 1903.
JANUARY 24.
On motion of Edward B. Atwood, Voted, That the Select-
men be and are hereby authorized and instructed to
construct sewers in the north part of the Town sub-
stantially in accordance with the report of the com-
mittee submitted at this meeting. J. W. Hunting
moved that all the houses on the line of sewer in the
north part of the town be connected, and the motion
was lost.
On motion of Mr. Cameron, Voted, That the Board of
Health be instructed to have all houses on the line of
sewers connected with the sewer within a reasonable
time.
On motion of James B. Collingwood, Voted, That the town
accept the layout of the right to lay sewers from
Atlantic Street to Nelson Street; from Court Street,
near Robbins Lane, to land of New York, New Haven
and Hartford Railroad Co., and from land of said
company to the ocean, as laid out by the Selectmen,
January 10, 1903. and reported to the Town.
On motion of Horace M. Saunders, Voted, That the Town
reconsider the vote passed April 30, 1901, authorizing
bonds or notes for the construction of sewers in the
north part of the Town.
On motion of Edward B. Atwood, Voted, That for the
purpose of procuring money for the construction of
sewers in the north part of the Town, the Selectmen
are hereby authorized to borrow the sum of twenty-
seven thousand dollars ($27,000), and to issue therefor
the notes of the Town, each for the sum of one thou-
sand dollars ($1,000), bearing interest at a rate not
exceeding four per cent, per annum, payable semi-
annually, payable one at the end of each successive
year from date of issue, until the whole are paid. The
said notes to be signed by the Treasurer and approved
by a majority of the Selectmen of the Town. Sixty-
five voted in the affirmative and none in the negative,
and the necessary two-thirds voting in the affirmative,
the motion was carried.
On motion of Edward B. Atwood, Voted, That the Select-
men be and are hereby authorized to enter into an
agreement with the Plymouth Cordage Company as to
the use of sewer built by the said Cordage Company,
and to enter into agreements with the Plymouth
Cordage Company, and with others whose lands have
been taken for the purpose of constructing sewers, as
to the settlement of damages of said parties, in such
manner and form as said Selectmen may think proper;
all expenses thereof to be charged to the construction
of sewers in the north part of the Town.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That the Water Com-
missioners are hereby authorized and instructed to
purchase a new water pump, and to make additions,
alterations and improvements at the Pumping Station,
substantially in accordance with the report of the
committee submitted at this meeting.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That, for the purpose
of procuring money to purchase a new pump and make
improvements at the Pumping Station, the Selectmen
are hereby authorized to borrow the sum of nineteen
thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine dollars and
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eighty cents ($19,999.80), and to issue therefor the
notes of the Town, each for the sum of six hundred and
sixty-six dollars and sixty-six cents ($666.66), bearing
interest at a rate not exceeding four per cent, per
annum, payable semi-annually, and payable one at the
end of each successive year from date of issue until the
whole are paid. The said notes to be signed by the
Treasurer and approved by a majority of the Select-
men of the Town. Sixty-eight voted in the affirmative
and none in the negative, and the necessary two-thirds
having voted in the affirmative the motion was carried.
On motion of Elkanah Finney, Voted, That the Selectmen
be and are hereby authorized and instructed to purchase
the Bradford and Holmes lots on Church Street at an
expense not exceeding $4,000.
On motion of Elkanah Finney, Voted, That for the pur-
pose of procuring money for the purchase and improve-
ment of land and buildings for additional town offices,
including lockup and public convenience, the Selectmen
are hereby authorized to borrow the sum of four Thou-
sand dollars ($4,000) and to issue therefor the notes
of the Town, each for the sum of four hundred dollars
($400), bearing interest at a rate not exceeding four
per cent, per annum, and payable one at the end of each
successive year until the whole are paid. The said
notes to be signed by the Treasurer and approved by a
majority of the Selectmen of the Town. Eighty-one
voted in the affirmative and one in the negative, and
the necessary two-thirds having voted in the affirma-
tive the motion was carried.
On motion of Elkanah Finney, Voted, That the Town
authorize the Selectmen to petition the Legislature for
the repeal of the act establishing the Plymouth Fire
Department.
—
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MARCH 2:
Voted, That the names of John W. Carleton, Addison R.
Corey, T. Allen Bagnell, Alton D. Edes, Charles E.
Moore, Elisha T. Nelson and Charles R. Rogers be
stricken from the list of jurors.
Voted, That the list revised as above be accepted.
Voted, That the Town authorize the Treasurer under the
direction of the Selectmen to borrow money in antici-
pation of taxes, and for disbursement under the pro-
visions of the law relating to State Aid and Military
Aid, and to defray the expenses of the Town after
January 1, 1904.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That the appropriation
of sixteen thousand dollars ($16,000) for roads and
bridges be postponed until an adjourned meeting in
April.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That the appropriation
for the Fire Department be postponed until an ad-
journed meeting in April.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That all departments
whose appropriations are postponed until the April
meeting be authorized to expend such sums of money
as may be necessary for the regular expenses of said
department.
Mr. Kyle moved that the unexpended balance of sixty
dollars and twenty-four cents ($60.24) of the Oak
Street schoolhouse appropriation be transferred to the
regular school account, and the motion was carried.
On motion of Geo. R. Briggs, Voted, That the sum of
one hundred and fifty dollars ($150) be appropriated
to pay the expenses of Memorial Day.
On motion of William Hedge, Voted, That the dog fund,
amounting to one thousand eighty dollars and thirty-
eight cents ($1,080.38), and the additional sum of two
hundred and nineteen dollars and sixty-two cents
($219.62) be and are hereby appropriated for the use
of the Public Library.
On motion of H. M. Saunders, Voted, That the Town
authorize the Selectmen to renew any note or notes
heretofore authorized which are now due or may
become due the present year, for such time and on such
terms as they may deem expedient for the interests of
the Town.
H. M. Saunders moved that the sum of seven hundred and
fifty dollars ($750) be appropriated for the care and
improvement of the Public Parks, and one hundred
and sixty dollars ($160) be appropriated for the care
and improvement of Training Green. Ninety-five
voted in the affirmative and none in the negative, more
than two-thirds having voted in the affirmative the
motion was carried.
On motion of Charles I. Litchfield, Voted, That the Town
purchase from the estate of the late Nathaniel Morton
the lot of land on Lincoln Street, known as Barnes
field for school purposes, or for a playground, that the
care and control of the same be placed in the School
Committee until otherwise ordered by the Town, and
that the sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000) be
appropriated for such purchase.
On motion of William S. Kyle, Voted, That, the additional
sum of fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) be appropriated
for schools, to provide for heating and ventilating the
Cornish school building.
On motion of William T. Davis, Voted, That the com-
mittee appointed by the Town to examine into the
matter of reopening Eel river to the harbor be author-
ized to build a breakwater on Plymouth beach to pro-
tect the river, the highway and Eel river bridge from
future overflow.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That the report of the
committee on Eel river be printed in the next Town
report.
On motion of Wm. T. Davis, Voted, That the selectmen be
authorized to issue bonds or notes for an amount not
exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars, ($2,500) for
the purpose of raising money to be expended in build-
ing a breakwater on Plymouth beach, to protect Eel
river, the highway and Eel river bridge from future
overflow. Said bonds or notes to be paid from the
taxes of 1904. One hundred and thirty voted in the
affirmative, and none in the negative; more than two-
thirds voting in the affirmative, the motion was carried.
On motion of Elkanah Finney, Voted, That the Board of
Health be requested to report in print some rules and
regulations in regard to plumbing, to be adopted by
the town.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That the town fix the
date of the annual meeting for the election of town offi-
cers on the first Saturday of March, and for the trans-
action of other business of the annual meeting on the
first Saturday of April.
On motion of Elkanah Finney, Voted, That the committee
on Inland Fisheries be requested to make a report as
to what had been done in the way of providing a way
for the free passage of herring from the harbor to Bil-
ling-ton Sea, as instructed by the town by a vote passed
March 3, 1902.
APRIL 4.
On motion of Horace M. Saunders, Voted, That the Se-
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lectmen be authorized to build a new stable and such
other buildings as they may think necessary for wagons
and tools, on land now owned by the town near the
site of the present stable; and that the sum of $3,000
be appropriated therefor.
On motion of Horace M. Saunders, Voted, That the sum
of $2,500 be appropriated for the purchase of two
watering carts, the erection of necessary standpipes,
and the sprinkling of the streets for the coming year.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That the sum of $2,000
be appropriated for the extension of water pipes.
On motion of Frank H. Lanman, Voted, That the town
erect a new engine house on South street.
On motion of Frank H. Lanman, Voted, That the town
build an addition to the Central Fire station.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, To accept the report of
the Committee on Inland Fisheries, and the same be
placed on file.
Frank H. Lanman moved that the sum of $900 be appro-
priated for the purchase of a new boiler for steam fire
engine No. 3, and the motion was carried.
Frank H. Lanman moved that for the purpose of procuring
money to build an engine house on South street, and
an addition to the Central Fire station, the Selectmen
are hereby authorized to borrow the sum of $12,000,
and to issue therefor the bonds or notes of the town,
bearing interest at a rate not exceeding 4 per cent, per
annum, payable semi-annually, and payable in 10 years,
in equal annual payments of $1,200 each. The said
bonds or notes to be signed by the Treasurer and ap-
proved by a majority of the Selectmen.
Edward B. Atwood moved that the appropriation of $12,-
000, be divided, and the motion was lost.
On the motion of Mr. Lanman, 85 voted in the affirmative
and 50 in the negative, and the motion was lost, the
necessary two-thirds not voting in the affirmative.
On motion of F. J. Heavens, Voted, That the following by-
law be adopted
:
Section i—No child under 16 years of age shall be,
loiter or remain upon any street, highway, park
or other public way or place in the town, after the hour
of half-past nine o'clock in the afternoon of any day,
unless accompanied by, or under the control or care
of a parent, guardian or other adult person, or per-
forming or returning from employment or from the
performance of some duty, directed in writing, by said
parent, guardian, or other adult person, and no such
child, while performing such duty or returning from
the performance thereof, or from employment, shall
loiter upon any such street, highway, park or other
public way or place.
Section 2—Any person violating any of the provis-
ions of this by-law shall be liable to a penalty not ex-
ceeding five dollars for each offence.
On motion of John F. Callanan, Votcd, To adopt Chapter
103 of the Revised Laws.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That the Selectmen be
authorized to refit the Bradford house on Town square
suitable for office purposes.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That the Selectmen be
'instructed to sell the old high schoolhouse lot on Pleas-
ant street, and to execute in the name and on be-
half of the town, the papers necessary to transfer the
title.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That the Selectmen be
authorized to expend such part of the money obtained
by the sale of the old high schoolhouse lot as may be
necessary, to fit up the Bradford house on Town square.
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On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That the Selectmen be
authorized to fit up the basement of the Town house
for the use of the police department.
On motion of Frank H. Lanman, Voted, That, for the pur-
pose of procuring money to build an engine house on
South street, the Selectmen are hereby authorized to
borrow the sum of $8,000, and to issue therefor the
bonds or notes of the town, bearing interest at a rate
not exceeding 4 per cent, per annum, payable semi-
annually, and payable in 10 years, in equal annual pay-
ments of $800 each. The said bonds or notes to be
signed by the Treasurer and approved by a majority
of the Selectmen. Eight} -two voted in the affirma-
tive, and 41 in the negative; two-thirds having voted
in the affirmative, the motion was carried.
Arthur Lord moved that the question of the purchase of a
lot of land for the Water Department be left to the
Water Commissioners, to report at some future meet-
ing, and the motion was carried.
Voted, That the collector of taxes be authorized to receive
the taxes for the ensuing year at such place as he shall
designate, on or before the 15th day of October, that
interest be charged on all taxes remaining unpaid on
the said fifteenth day of October, at a rate of 6 per cent,
per annum, and such rate shall continue until otherwise
ordered by the town; and all taxes and interest remain-
ing unpaid on the first day of January following, shall
be collected forthwith by legal process, and the collector
is hereby authorized to collect at once, by legal process,
all taxes of previous years outstanding.
Voted, That the tax collector be authorized to use all means
for collecting taxes which a town treasurer when ap-
pointed collector may use.
MAY 23.
On motion of Winslow B. Standish, Voted, That the town
observe Old Home week, and that a committee of five
be elected by hand ballot, to make arrangements; said
committee to have power to add to their number; and
that the sum of $500 be appropriated therefor, the
same to be charged to the contingent account.
On motion of Winslow B. Standish, Voted, To amend the
vote under article 4, by substituting "be appointed by
the moderator," instead of "elected by hand ballot."
Shall the town subscribe $15,000 to the capital stock of the
Plymouth, Carver and Wareham Street Railway Co.
Yes, 460; no, 44; blanks, 17.
On motion of James B. Collingwood, Voted, That for the
purpose of procuring money to pay for the subscription
to the capital stock of the Plymouth, Carver & Ware-
ham Street Railway Co., the Selectmen are hereby au-
thorized to borrow the sum of $15,000, and to issue
therefor the bonds or notes of the town, bearing in-
terest at a rate not exceeding 4 per cent, per annum,
payable semi-annually ; and payable in 10 years, in
equal annual payments of $1,500 each; said bonds or
notes to be signed by the Treasurer and approved by
a majority of the Selectmen.
DECEMBER 1.
On motion of Horace M. Saunders, Voted, That the Se-
lectmen be authorized to issue a note of the Town of
Plymouth for $500, for the purpose of completing its
new town stable, said note to be dated Dec. 15, 1903,
• and payable in 10 months, with interest at a rate not
exceeding 4 per cent, per annum. Forty-six voted in
the affirmative and none in the negative; more than
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two-thirds having voted in the affirmative, the motion
was carried.
On motion of Frank H. Lanman, Voted, That the town
appropriate the sum of $2,500 to complete the South
street engine house.
On motion of Arthur Lord, Voted, That no committee of
the town, hereafter intrusted with the erection of any
building, or the construction of any public work, under
a special appropriation by the town, shall enter upon
any contract, or proceed with the construction of the
work, without further authority from the town, when
it shall appear to such committee that any such build-
ing or work cannot be fully completed within the limits
of the appropriation.
Arthur E. Lewis moved that the town build an armory, and
purchase land therefor, and that a committe of five be
appointed by the Moderator, who shall have full charge
of the purchase of land and the erection of an armory;
said committee are hereby instructed not to enter into
any contracts for said purpose until they can enter into
contracts for the purchase of land and the completion
of the building in every respect for the sum of $18,000
or less. To raise money for said purpose, the Select-
men are hereby authorized to issue bonds or notes of
the town to an amount not exceeding $18,000, payable
$900 a year, for 20 years, bearing interest at a rate
not exceeding 4 per cent, per annum, payable semi-an-
nually, said bonds or notes to be signed by the Treas-
urer and approved by a majority of the Selectmen.
On motion of Samuel Bradford, Voted, That articles four
and five be adjourned until the next March meeting.
One hundred and twenty-nine voted in the affirmative
and one hundred and twenty-seven in the negative, and
the motion was carried.
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On motion of W. S. Kyle, Voted, That the sum of $600 be
appropriated for the purchase of land in rear of the
Knapp schoolhouse, for school purposes.
William S. Kyle moved that the sum of $12,000 be ap-
propriated for constructing and furnishing- a four-room
school building to be erected on the lot owned by the
town on South Russell street. On motion of Elkanah
Finney, Voted, That this article be postponed until the
annual meeting in March. One hundred and forty
voted in the affirmative and sixty in the negative, and
the motion was carried.
On motion of Frank H. Lanman, Voted, That for the pur-
pose of procuring money to complete the South street
engine house, the Selectmen are hereby authoriztd to
issue bonds or notes of the town to an amount not ex-
ceeding $2,500, bearing interest at a rate not exceeding
4 per cent., payable semi-annually, and principal pay-
able in ten equal annual payments of $250 each, Ninety-
one voted in the affirmative and nine in the negative,
more than two-thirds having voted in the affirmative,
the motion was carried.
Henry W. Barnes moved that the Selectmen be authorized'
to issue a note of the town to the amount of $600 for
the purpose of procuring money to purchase the lot in
the rear of the Knapp school building, said note
to be dated Dec. 15, 1903, bearing interest, payable
semi-annually, at a rate not exceeding 4 per cent., and
principal payable in 10 months. Sixty-seven voted in
the affirmative, and none in the negative; more than
two-thirds having voted in the affirmative, the motion
was carried.
On Motion of William W. Brewster, Voted, That the Mod-
erator appoint a committee of three to make at a future
meeting of the town such suggestions as they may find
Plymouth 2
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to be expedient and proper for the management and
conduct of the shell fisheries; to report by-laws for
adoption by the town, under Chapter 195 of the Acts
of 1870, and to secure, if possible, such further legisla-
tion as may be needed for the better protection of the
shell fisheries.
Elkanah Finney moved that the School Committee be re-
quested to furnish plans, estimates and specifications
for school building on the Russell street lot, and for
school buildings on lots other than the Russell street
lot. E. B. Atwood moved to amend by substituting
the following: That the School Committee be re-
quested to furnish plans, estimates and specifications
for a school building on the Russell street lot, and that
the Committee of Fifteen be requested to furnish plans,
estimates and specifications for school buildings
on other lots, and the motion was lost. The motion
offered by Mr. Finney was then put and was carried.
REPORT OF SELECTMEN.
The Selectmen respectfully submit the following report for
the year ending Dec. 31, 1903:
Before giving their report for the past year, the Selectmen
wish to call the attention of the Town to the very poor ac-
commodations of those departments having offices in the
Town House, as well as the poor condition of the building.
As we cannot detail the deficiencies in all the rooms of
the building, we will single out the two needing the most
attention. These are the police station and the treasurer's
room.
The police station consists of three cells in the same room
with the furnace and coal bin, with no place for the officers
to converse with people, except within sight and hearing of
the prisoners.
The Treasurer's room is small, and, therefore, causes
great inconvenience to those having business with him; at
times, not half of them being able to get into the room. The
safe in this room is small and unsuitable for the books,
papers, etc., that are kept there. Plans, for which hun-
dreds of dollars have been paid, cannot be kept in proper
shape, and there is no way of finding any particular one
without looking over a number of them.
The building itself is in very poor condition, and we
think the town should take action at once toward the build-
ing of a new Town House. We would recommend that a
mittee be appointed to investigate and make a report to the
town at an early elate.
" We also wish to call attention to the
—20
SOURCES OF WATER SUPPLY.
The Selectmen think it their duty to call the attention of
the Town to the sources of our water supply. In their
opinion it should be definitely ascertained whether they are
in danger of pollution from the proximity of summer cot-
tages on the borders of South, Little South and Boot ponds.
If such danger is threatened, measures should be taken to
avert it. They recommend that a committee be appointed
with instructions to make a thorough investigation of the
subject and report at an early date, with a view to some ac-
tion by the Town an article has been inserted in the warrant
for the annual meting.
BEQUEST.
By the will of the late Lucy J. Parker, the Town of
Plymouth was bequeathed the sum of five hundred dollars
for the erection of fountains for horses and dogs.
The Selectmen recommend that a committee be appointed
with full power to erect the same, in accordance with the
provisions of the will.
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TOWN DEBT AND LXTEREST.
On Dec. 31, 1902, the funded debt was $181,906 12
This debt has been increased during the past
year, under votes of the town, as follows
:
Water loan, $I9>999 80
Sewer loan. 27,000 00
Plymouth, Carver & Wareham
Street Railway loan, 15.000 00
South Street Engine house loan, 10,500 00
Real estate loan, 4,000 00
Amounts carried fonmrd, $76,499 80 $181,906 12
21
Amounts carried forward, $76,499 80 $181,906 12
Beach loan, 1,510 23
School loan, 600 00
Stable loan, 500 00
$79,110 03
$261,016 15
and has been reduced during- the year by pay-
ments of principal on existing indebtedness
as follows
:
Water loan, $7,640 00
New schoolhouse loan, 3.341 49
Macadamizing" loan, 2,340 00
Sewer loan, i,35o 00
New roads loan, 900 00
Stone crusher loan, 5°o 00
State highway loan, 411 76
High schoolhouse loan. 350 00
$16,833 25
Leaving a total indebtedness of $244,182 90
(Of this amount $124,039 80 is for water.)
A net increase for the year of $62,276 78
The appropriation for 1903 was $14,000, but owing to
additional payments to be made in 1904 on the following:
North town sewer loan, $1,000 00
South street engine house loan, 1.050 00
Ply. Carver & Wareham St. Ry. loan, 1.500 00
Beach loan, 1,510 23
School loan, 600 00
Stable loan, 500 00
Real estate loan, 400 00
$6,560 23
We recommend an appropriation of $15,000.00, which with
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the undrawn balance of $4,232.18 will meet the require-
ments for the coming year.
Valuation. Appropriations. Tax rate
1903. $9,154,624 00 $121,972 70 $14 80
ROADS AND BRIDGES.
The roads, in general, are being improved from year to
year. and. at the present time, are better than ever before.
South street has been greatly improved by regrading and
graveling.
Appropriation for 1903 was- $16,000 00
Reimbursements, 2,448 61
$18,448 61
Expended, l 7,9$6 30
Undrawn balance, $492 31
We recommend an appropriation of $16,000.00 for roads
and bridges the coming year.
STANDISH AVENUE.
In order to complete Standish avenue it was necessary to
overdraw the account by $110.96. As this overdraft was so
slight the Selectmen deemed it advisable to complete the
work. Hereafter all expense on this avenue will be charged
to the account of roads and bridges, therefore we recom-
mend an appropriation of $110.96 to balance the overdraft.
NEW ROADS.
South street has been widened, and gutters built from the
residence of Caleb A. Larkiu to that of Albert G. Water-
son, as laid out by the County Commissioners.
Work has been extended on Billington street as far as the
appropriation would allow.
—23—
Appropriation for 1903 was
Amount expended,
$1,500 00
1,537 99
Overdraft, $37 99
We recommend an appropriation of $1,000.00 for new
roads for the coming year, also $37.99 to cover the over-
draft.
The addition of two watering carts to our street sprink-
ling department (making four in all) is very pleasing to
the public, as well as beneficial to our streets. While we are
still unable to sprinkle some of the streets, we now sprinkle
the main ones from Cliff street to Kingston line.
As many of these streets are used not only by the electric
cars (which cause a large amount of dust), but but by many
teams and pedestrians, we think they are of the most import-
ance.
The appropriation for 1903 was $2,500 00
Amount expended,
. 2,654 17
Overdraft, $154 17
Of this amount
—
$630 50 was for the new watering carts.
$395 77 was f°r ^e erection of stand pipes.
$1,026 27 Total.
We recommend an appropriation of $2,000.00 for the
sprinkling of the streets the coming year, also $154.17 to
cover the ' overdraft.
There have been added to the street lighting circuit the
past year 14 series lamps of 25 candle power, making at the
present time
STREET SPRINKLING.
STREET LIGHTING.
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286 series lamps, 25 c. p., at $20 00 $5,720 00
3 series lamps, 32 c. p., at 21 00 63 00
7 arc lamps, 2000 c. p., at 125 00 875 00
$6,658 00
The appropriation for street lighting for 1903 was
$6,500.00, and we recommend that the same amount be ap-
propriated for the coming year, which, with the balance of
$586.30, will allow the addition of a few more lights, for
which there is a constant demand.
Jan. 1, 1903, there was an undrawn balance of $669 58
Appropriation for 1903, 6,500 00
$7,169 58
Expended during the year, 6,583 28
Balance, $586 30
SIDEWALKS.
A new concrete walk has been laid on Allerton street,
from Samoset to Vernon streets, and 3006 feet on Cushman
street, from Court street to the residence of Miss Rose
Whiting; also 1000 feet of granolithic walk on Court street
in front of the Moore block.
One hundred and sixty-two feet of granite curbing and
1625 feet of block pavers have been laid, and gravel side-
walks built on Court, Sandwich, Winslow, Howland and
Water streets.
The appropriation for 1903 was $3,000 00
Reimbursements, 93 24
$3,093 24
Expenditures, 2,310 28
Undrawn balance, $782 96
We recommend that $1,500.00 be appropriated for the
coming year.
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TOWN STABLE.
According to the vote of the town at the annual meeting
held March 2, 1903, the town stable has been built, and is
now in use. This is located on the site of the old stable,
and has many modern improvements. There is an open
floor space of nearly 800 square feet, divided by rolling
doors, so that the part occupied by the horses may be separ-
ated from the rest.
On the east side of this floor space is the tool room, the
harness room (with South pond water and stove for heat-
ing) a box stall, and four regular stalls.
On the opposite (or west) side of this floor space are six
regular stalls. The rest of this side is occupied by a room
13 by 21 \ feet, wholly for the use of the poor department.
The only entrance to this room is from the outside of the
building, there being no access whatever from the rest of the
stable. This room is provided with stalls and an entrance
to the mow.
On the floor above is the grain and hay loft. From this
loft chutes run to the feed mangers below. The roof is pro-
vided with a large ventilator surmounted by a weather vane.
The whole is very satisfactory to the Selectmen and a credit
to the architects, Messrs. Goddard and Edes, as well as the
builders, Isaac S. Burgess and Coleman B. Chandler.
SEWERS.
At a special town meeting held Jan. 24, 1903, the Se-
lectmen were instructed to lay sewers in the northern part
of the town. They at once advertised for bids and as C. E.
Trumbull Co. of Boston were the lowest bidders, they were
awarded the contract. The work was completed in October,
and a large number of property owners have already con-
nected their buildings.
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Appropriation, $27,000 00
Entrance fees, 1,252 00
$28,252 00
Cost of sewers to date, including land damage, 26,750 34
Balance, $1,501 66
We recommend that this balance, and all debits and
credits hereafter incurred, be carried to the regular sewer
account.
Besides this new sewer, 1075 feet have been laid in other
sections as follows
:
Standish avenue, 330 feet of 8 inch.
Chestnut street, 360 feet of 6 inch.
Bay View avenue, 300 feet of 6 inch.
Oak street, 85 feet of 6 inch.
Balance to credit of sewers Jan. 1, 1903, $1,409 96
There have been received the past year for
sewer fees, other than those on the north
town sewer, i,494 44
$2,904 40
Expense on sewers, 2,383 12
Balance to credit of sewers Jan. 1, 1904, $521 28
CONTINGENT.
This account is largely overdrawn each year, owing partly
to votes of the town, passed after the Selectmen have made
their recommendations and partly by new laws, made by
the legislature, which cause expense to towns, and which, in
most cases, are charged to this account. It has been the
custom to charge the expenses of the Board of Health to
this account, but as these expenses have largely increased
from year to year, being more the past year than ever be-
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fore, the Selectmen recommend an appropriation for this
department.
The appropriation for 1903 was $6,000.00, and there is
an overdraft of $1,893.51.
We would recommend that $7,000.00 be appropriated for
the contingent account for the coming year, and $1,893.51
to meet the deficiency.
Appropriations.
The following appropriations are asked for by the sev-
eral departments of the town
:
Schools, $40,000 00
Roads and bridges, 16,000 00
Fire department, 7,000 00
Poor, 7,000 00
Lighting streets and town house, 6,500 00
Town debt and interest, 15,000 00
Sidewalks. ^500 00
Contingent, 7,000 00
Watch and police, 4>500 00
Assessors,
.
1,500 00
Sexton, 125 00
New roads, 1,000 00
Parks, 750 00
Training green, 175 00
Tree warden account, 500 00
Forester's department, 250 00
Collector of taxes, 800 00
Treasurer, 800 00
Cemeteries, 1,000 00
Burial hill, 500 00
Street sprinkling, 2,000 00
Removal of snow, 3,000 00
Board of Health, 1,000 00
$117,900 00
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Deficiencies.
Soldier's relief, 2,080 15
Military aid, less amount paid by
state, 462 73
Schools, 1,428 13
Contingent, 1,893 5i
Poor, 1,680 75
Standi sh avenue, 1 10 96
W/^i;^ rnonc
.NtW 1 UdLLb, 37 99
Watering streets, 17
Fire department, 72
Parks, 120 27
Training green, 16 63
Less
—
Corporation tax, J511,878 13
Bank tax, 2,178 1
1
Miscellaneous, 600 00
$8,501 01
$126,401 01
$14,656 24
$111,744 77
To cover the amount required as above, it will be neces-
sary to raise by taxation the sum of $111,744.77 to meet
the expenses of the town for the year 1904.
Respectfully submitted,
HORACE M. SAUNDERS,
GEORGE W. BRADFORD,
DEXTER H. CRAIG,
IRA C. WARD,
Selectmen of Plymouth.
TREASURER'S REPORT.
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC 31, 1903.
The Treasurer is charged with
—
Cash on hand Jan. r, 1903, $734 20
Agawam and Half-way Pond fishery, 118 25
Contingent, 129 09
Armory rent from State, i5° 00
Fines and forfeitures from court, 824 51
Sale of herring streams, T9 2 5
Licenses, 163 2 5
Old Colony National Bank dividends, 250 00
Sale of Town records, 3 50
^CllIClCl ICO, ocllC Ul lULo, CIC, A A44
Fresh Brook, 9 00
Insane poor reimbursements, 1,090 24
Interest on taxes, 940 07
Military Aid, Chap. 372, from State, 444 73
Town debt and interest, reimbursement, 133 00
Poor department, reimbursements, 1,707 41
Roads and bridges, reimbursements, 2,448 61
Seals, reimbursements from County, 33 00
State Aid from State, 3,852 00
Sewer entries, 2,746 44
School department, reimbursements, 54 00
Soldier Relief, Chap. 447, 70 00
Sidewalk reimbursements, 93 24
Amount carried forward, $16,294 23
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Amount brought forward, $16,294 23
Water rates and miscellaneous receipts, 46,277 23
Temporary Loan, 64,000 00
Tax of 1901, including abatement of $389.12, 7,525 93
Tax of 1902, including abatement of 466.05, 10,688 04
Parks, reimbursements, 37 00
Burial Hill, reimbursements, 80 00
Sale of Old High School House lot, 920 00
Tax of 1903, including abatement of $966.45, 125,345 40
Lucy J. Parker, estate, 500 00
Plymouth, Carver & Wareharh Street R. R. loan. 15,000 00
Plymouth Beach loan, i<5 10 23
Nathaniel Morton estate, Morton Park Fund, 2,000 00
Real estate loan, 4,000 00
Corporation tax, 8 34
Court Street Sewer loan, 27,000 00
South Street Engine House loan, 8,000 00
Corporation tax, it.869 79
National Bank tax, 2,178 11
Dog Fund for 1903. 1,223 47
School loan, 600 00
Stable loan, 500 00
South Street Engine House loan, 2,500 00
Tree Warden Account, reimbursements, 6 30
$348,064 07
The Treasurer is credited with
—
Abatements, $1,821 62
Assessors, 1 ^73 7&
Agawam and Halfway Pond fishery, 88 85
Contingent, 9-333 11
Amount carried forward, $13,117 34
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Awioiint bvought forward, ;P I 3' II 7 34
Cemeteries, 1 75 1 99
Collector of Taxes, 799 94
Fire department, 8,115 72
Insane Poor, 3,962 72
Public Library, 975 00
Murdock Fund Interest, 36 5°
Lighting Streets and Town House, 0,583 28
Military Aid, Unap. 372 > 925 46
Memorial Day, 1 50 00
Notes paid, 9^93 2 5
Interest paid, 4.458 86
New Roads, 1,537 99
Poor, 10,638 16
Roads and Bridges, J 7'956 3°
Sexton, 125 00
Seals, 27 00
btate Aid, Chapter 374, 4,119 00
cbewers, 2,383 12
School department, 40,542 37
Soldier's Relief, Chap. 447, 2 > T 5° 15
Sidewalks, 2,310 28
Standish Avenue, 1,296 64
Treasurer, 800 00
Warren Fund, Interest, 50 00
Watch and Police, 4.-379 32
vv atei
,
44>5°7 l 7
South Street Engine House, 8,247 14
Widows, 134 00
Training Green, 107 W
Temporary loan repaid, 69,000 00
New Stable, 3,603 26
Tree Warden account, 495 68
Forester account, 560,97
Amount carried forward. $265,130 94
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Amount brought forward,
Court Street Sewer,
Parks,
Burial Hill,
Watering Streets,
Bradford House, repairs,
Plymouth Beach,
Plymouth, Carver & Wareham St. R. R. Co.,
Lydia G. Bradford for Real Estate,
Charles Holmes estate, for Real Estate,
Corporation tax,
Elizabeth F. Morton, for Real Estate,
County tax,
State tax.
National Bank tax,
State Highway tax,
John R. Leonard, school lot,
Cash, balance, December 31, 1903,
Overdrawn Balances.
Contingent,
Fire Department,
Military Aid,
New Roads,
Poor Department,
State Aid, Chap. 374,
School department.
Soldier's Relief, Chap. 447,
Standish Avenue,
Training Green,
New Stable Account,
$265,130 94
26,750 34
907 27
630 10
2,654 17
449 09
1,510 23
7,200 00
2,000 00
2,000 00
220 88
1,000 00
11,486 54
6,750 00
3,713 52
212 55
600 00
14,848 44
$348,064 07
$1,893 5i
5i5 72
928 53
37 99
1,680 75
4J32 5°
1,428 13
2,080 15
no 96
t6 63
103 26
Amount carried forward, $12,928 13
—33—
Amount brought forward,
Parks,
Watering Streets,
Less
—
State Aid, Chap. 374, due from State,
Military Aid, Chap. 372, due from State,
Net overdraft,
There is due the town as follows
—
Uncollected taxes of 1902,
Uncollected taxes of 1903,
State Aid from State, Chap. 374,
Military Aid from State, Chap 372,
Undrawn Balances.
Abatements,
Assessors,
Cemeteries,
Tax Collector,
Insane Poor,
Public Library,
Fresh Brook,
Murdock Fund,
Lighting Streets and Town House,
Town Debt and Interest,
Roads and Bridges,
Sewers,
Sidewalks,
Warren Fund,
Amount carried forward,
$12,928 13
120 27
154 17
$13,202 57
$4,120 00
462 73
$4,582 73
$8,619 84
$7,705 01
19.569 94
4,120 00
462 73
$31,857 68
$1,268 04
419 42
138 05
06
427 52
325 00
42 92
730 00
586 30
4,232 18
492 3 r
1,773 28
782 96
1.000 00
$T2,2l8 04
Plymouth 3
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Amount brought forward.
Watch and Police.
Water department.
South Street Engine House,
Widows,
Tree Warden account.
Forester account,
Court Street Sewer,
Burial Hill,
Old High School house lot,
Lucy J. Parker, estate,
Plymouth, Carver & Wareham St. R. R. Co.
Nathaniel Morton Park fund,
$12,218 04
804 77
2,456 52
2,252 86
65 00
510 62
1,749 02
249 66
54 97
470 91
500 00
7,800 00
2,000 00
$31,132 37
TOWN DEBT.
Water Loan.
Four per cent, bonds, dated
June 1, 1885, payable $2,800
annually, $30,800 00
Four per cent, bonds, dated Aug.
1, 1890, payable $1,300 an-
nually. T 8,200 OO
Four per cent, notes, dated Aug.
1, 1894. payable $800 annual-
ly, 12,800 00
Four per cent, notes, dated Feb.
3, 1894, payable $240 annual-
ly, 240 00
Amount carried forward, $62,040 00
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Amount brought forward, $62,040 00
Four per cent, notes, dated Oct.
2, 1899, payable $1,500 annual-
ly, 24,000 00
Three and one-half per cent, notes
dated May 1, 1901, payable
$1,000 annually, 18,000 00
Three and three-fourths per cent,
notes dated July 1, 1903 pay-
able $666.66 annually, J9>999 80
$124,039 80
High School House Loan.
Four per cent, note dated March
6, 1894, payable $350 annually, $35° 0°
New Schoolhouse Loan.
Three and one-half per cent, notes
dated May 1, 1901, payable
$1,000 annually, $8,000 00
Four per cent, note dated Feb. 3,
1894, payable $200 annually, 200 00
Four per cent, note dated Aug 1,
1895, payable $266.66 annually, 5,866 52
Four per cent, note dated April 1
,
1897, payable $324.83 annually, 1,299 32
Three and three-fourths per cent,
notes dated Aug. 13, 1902, pay-
$550 annually, 4*950 00
$20,315 84
Sewer Loan.
Four and one-half per cent, note
dated Nov. 1, 1893, payable
$750 annually, $7,500 00
Amounts carried forward, $7,500 00 $144,705 68
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Amounts brought forward, $7,500 00 $144,705 68
Four per cent note dated April 2,
1894, payable $500 annually, 500 00
Four per cent, note dated Aug. 1,
1895, payable $100 annually, 200 00
Three and three-fourths per cent.
note dated July 1, 1903, pay-
able 1000 annually, 27,000 00
$35,200 00
Macadamizing Loan.
Four per cent, notes dated Aug. 1,
1895, payable $300 annually, $6,600 00
Four per cent, notes dated Sept. 8,
1900, payable $900 annually, 6,300 00
Three and one-half per cent, notes
dated May 1, 1901, payable
$800 annually, 6,400 00
Four per cent, notes, dated Nov.
1, 1901, payable $340 annually, 2,720 00
$22,020 00
Stone Crusher Loan.
Three and one-half per cent, notes
dated May 1, 1901, payable
$500 annually, $4000 00
New Roads Loan.
Four per cent, note dated July 1,
1896, payable $300 annually. $900 00
Four per cent, notes dated July 1,
1899, payable $600 annually, 3,600 00
$4,500 OO
Amount carried forward, $210,425 64
Amount brought forward, $210,425 64
State Highway Loan.
Four per cent, note dated April 1
,
1897, payable $411.76 annually, $1,647 °3
Real Estate Loan.
Three and one-half per cent, notes
dated Feb. 14, 1903, payable
$400 annually, $4,000 00
South Street Engine House Loan.
Three and three-fourths per cent,
notes dated July 1, 1903, payable
$800 annually, $8,000 00
Four per cent, notes dated Dec.
15, 1903, payable $250 annu-
ally, 2,500 00
$10,500 OO
Plymouth, Carver & VVareham St. Ry. Co.
Three and three-fourths per cent,
notes dated Dec. 1, 1903, pay-
able $1,500 annually, $15,000 OO
Stable Loan.
Four per cent, note dated Dec. 15,
1903, payable in 10 months, $500 OO
School Loan.
Four per cent, note dated Dec. 15,
1903, payable in 10 months, $600 00
Amount carried forward, $242,672 67
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Amount brought forward,
Plymouth Beach Loan.
Four per cent, note dated Dec. 3 1
,
1903, payable Oct. 15, 1904,
Debt Dec. 31, 1903,
Debt Dec. 31, 1902,
Increase for the year.
Borrowed during 1903,
Paid on debt during 1903,
CONTINGENT.
Cr.
Appropriation,
Appropriation for deficiency.
Armory rent from state,
Fines and forfeiture, from court,
Sale of herring streams.
Licenses,
Old Colon}' National Bank, dividends,
Sale of town records.
Sale of voting list.
Sale of Engine house, South street,
Rent of building town square,
Reimbursement on telephone,
Balance overdrawn.
Dr.
Serv ices of the Selectmen.
Town Clerk,
Amount carried forward,
$242,672 67
$L5!0 23
$244,182 90
181,906 12
$62,276 78
$16,833 25
$62,276 78
$6,000 00
2,322 85
150 00
824 51
19 2 5
163 25
150 00
3 50
i 00
•07 59
20 00
So
1.893 51
$11,655
$887 50
50 00
$937 5o
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Amount brought forward, $937 50
Return of births, deaths, etc., 348 60
Digging out Eel river, 50 60
Inspector of animals and provisions, 300 00
Board of Registration, 258 65
Printing, including town reports, 559 55
Amount expended for Old Home Week, 388 04
Paid for advertising for bids on sewer, 20 00
Fires in the woods, 543 18
Legal expenses, 569 30
Expressage, 9 00
Repairs at Town house, 203 23
W. T. Davis, expense to Washington, 40 00
Clerk of the Selectmen. 137 50
Board of Health, expenses, 1,487 12
C. E. Maker, for ice, 13 74
Fire Police, 20 00
Treasurer of Commonwealth, 25 per cent, of
money received for liquor licenses, 75
Care of Town Clock, 25 00
Printing and binding Town Records, Vol. 3, 540 00
Paid for binding one hundred copies, Vol. 1, 15 00
Fees and expenses of arrest, 196 43
Armory rent, rifle range, etc., 1,099 92
Power for Pilgrim Spring, 75 °7
L. J. Richards Co., atlas, 25 00
W. H. Danforth, insurance, 18 72
Telephone, 19 35
Fuel at Town House, 199 60
Janitor, 205 06
Expense of Town Meetings and State election, 505 25
Stationery, etc. 158 03
Auditor, 75 00
Amount carried forward, $9,044 19
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Amount brought forward, $9,044 19
R. A. Hathaway for advertising- and selling
herring streams for six years, 49 00
Expense of selling Old High School house lot, 13 80
Furnishings, 12 91
Miscellaneous, 213 21
Balance overdrawn, 2,322 85
$11,655 96
ROADS AND BRIDGES.
Cr.
Appropriation, $16,000 00
Appropriation for deficiency, 1,626 41
Plymouth and Sandwich St. Ry. Co., excise tax, 70 77
Brockton & Plymouth St. Ry. Co., excise tax, 225 94
Street railway tax from State, 667 64
Reimbursement from Poor department, 148 12
Reimuhrsement from Standish Avenue, 141 60
Reimbursement from New Roads, T04 00
Reimbursement from Billington Street, 246 75
Reimbursement from New Stable account, 348 00
Reimbursement from Sewer account, 37 00
Reimbursement from Sidewalk and Sewer, 226 50
Reimbursement from Water Department, 42 15
Reimbursement from small accounts, 48 14
Reimbursement from Town of Kingston, use
of roller, 142 00
$20,075 02
—41—
Dr.
Overdrawn balance, January I, 1903,
Payments in 1903 for repairs, etc.
Undrawn balance,
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AUDITOR'S REPORT.
I have examined the accounts of the Treasurer and Col-
lectors of Taxes and Water Rates for the year of 1903,
and find them to be correct. All entries have been charged
to the proper accounts, and vouchers shown for payments.
The cash balance at close of the year was $14,848.44, as
stated in Treasurer's report.
FRANK D. BARTLETT.
Auditor.
Plymouth, Feb. 5, 1904.
ASSESSORS' DEPARTMENT, 1903.
Value of real estate, $6,685,750 00
VpIup of r>pr«;nrm1 r^tpfp
Gain in real estate, 337£75 00
Gain in personal estate, 123,615 OO
Value of building's, exclusive of land, 4464,550 00
Value of land, exclusive of buildings, 2,221,200 00
Value of resident bank stock, 199,849 00
Value of personal, excluding- bank stock, 2,269,025 00
Rate of taxation, $14 80
lax on real estate,
,
0 0
98,948 73
Tax on personal estate, 36,539 33
lax on polls, 5,802 OO
1 ax on non-resident bank stock, 3,625 28
Amount collected by collector of taxes, $144.,QK 7A
Number of residents assessed on property, 1,529
All others assessed on property, 580
Non-residents assessed on property, 516
All others assessed on property, 82
Persons assessed on property, 2,707
Persons assessed on poll tax only, 1,882
Polls assessed, 2,901
Horses assessed, 994
Cows assessed. 347
Neat cattle assessed, 2
Sheep assessed, 12
Dwelling houses assessed, 2,230
Acres of land assessed, 50,267
-46-
ABATEMENT ACCOUNT.
Cr.
Overlayings, $877 01
Balance Dec. 31, 1902, 2,21265
$3,089 66
Dr.
Abatements for years 190T, 1902, 1903, $1,821 62
Balance Dec. 31, 1903, 1,268 04
Appropriations for 1903, ^25Q 00
Balance Dec. 31, 1902 43 18
$2,293 18
Amount paid for services of assessors and
expenses for clerical assistance, stationery,
printing-
,
horse hire and incidentals, $1,873 7^
Balance Dec. 31, 1903, 419 42
We recommend an appropriation of $1,500.00 for the
year 1904.
GEO. HARLOW,
JAMES C. BATES,
JOHN C. CAVE,
Assessors of Plymouth.
REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF THE POOR.
The Overseers of the Poor respectfully submit the follow-
ing report
:
The conditions at the almshouse have not materially
changed since our last report. Supt. O. C. Pratt still re-
mains in charge, and the inmates are well cared for. They
are, almost without exception, of advanced age and quite
feeble, consequently requiring considerable care and atten-
tion. The new heating plant has been installed and gives
perfect satisfaction, the cost of which has not exceeded the
appropriation asked for.
The erection by the road department of the new stable at
the farm, necessitated raising and repairing the stable of
the poor department, at a cost exceeding $350.00,
and with the unprecedented call for outside aid, which we
have felt obliged to relieve, accounts for the excessive over-
draft of our appropriation.
We recommend an appropriation of $7,000, with an addi-
tional $1,680.75 for the deficiency.
Number of inmates Jan. 1, 1903, 12
Discharged during the year, I
Remaining, Jan. 1, 1904, it
Expended, $10,638 16
Overdrawn, Jan. 1, 1903, 330 57
$10,968 73
-48-
Appropriation, $7,250 OO
Appropriation for deficiency, 330 57
Received from other towns, cities
and sources. 1,362 87
Received from sale of hogs, 137 07
Received from sale of boiler, etc., 9 50
Board, repaid, 105 00
Received interest on Charles
Holmes fund, 20 20
Received interest on Francis Le-
Baron fund, 54 52
Received interest from Murdock
fund, 18 25
$9,287 98
Overdrawn, $1,680 75
INSANE POOR.
This department, by the provisions of Chapter 451 of the
acts of 1900, no longer requires an appropriation by the
town, as the state assumes all care, control and treatment of
insane persons; and we recommend that the undrawn bal-
ance and what reimbursements may be received later bv this
department be credited to the poor department.
Number in hospitals Jan. 1, 1903, 22
Number added during the year. 3
Number discharged during the year. I
Remaining Jan 1, 1904, 24
Expended, $3,962 72
Overdrawn Jan. 1, 1903, 84 44
$4,047 16
—49—
Appropriation,
Appropriation for deficiency,
Reimbursements,
$3,300 00
84 44
1,090 24
$4,474 68
Undrawn balance Jan. 1, 1904,
CHAS. P. HATCH,
BEN J. F. WARD,
CHAS. A. STRONG,
$427 52
Overseers of the Poor.
NOTE.
It is with sincere regret that we record the resignation of
Mr. Benj. F. Ward from the Board of Overseers of the
Poor. During his 10 years of service as secretary of this
board he has dispensed the aid with equal justice to the
applicants and the town, and had so far familiarized himself
with the intricate Settlement and Pauper Laws that he is
considered authority on the same; and we regard his ap-
pointment to a responsible position by the State Board of
Insanity, as a just recognition of his faithful and conscien-
tious performance of duty.
CHAS. P. HATCH,
CHAS. A. STRONG.
Plymouth 4
REPORT OF TOWN CLERK.
MARRIAGES REGISTERED IN PLYMOUTH IN
1903.
Jan. 4. Hugh Rooney of Frankfort, Me., and Margaret
(McHugh) Gower of Plymouth, married in Plymouth.
Jan. 7. Charles Zahn and Mary Hessler, both of Plym-
outh.
Jan. 28. John J. Lahey and Florilda M. Viau, both of
Plymouth.
Jan. 28. Frank G. Raymond and Adeline M. Stevens,
both of Plymouth, married in South Hanson.
Feb. 7. Celso Cavicchi and Celinia Tavarnelli, both of
Plymouth.
Feb. 10. Freeman G. Burnham and Mary P. (Jones)
Chandler, both of Plymouth.
Feb. 11. James McKnight and Elizabeth Coates, both of
Plymouth.
Feb. 21. Fred C. Howe and Mary A. (Bennett) Davey,
both of Plymouth.
Feb. 24. Zenas E. Langford and Mary E. Benson, both of
Plymouth.
Feb. 24. Robert Anderson and Annie Gleason, both of
Plymouth.
Feb. 25. Edgar H. Welch and Alice A. Townsend, both
of Plymouth.
Feb. 26. Harold Leslie Cook of Kingston and Henrietta
Burgess Griffin of Plymouth, married in Plymouth.
Feb. 28. Ralph E. Holmes of Plymouth and Mary Aimer
Weeks of Sandwich, married in Sandwich.
March 4. Joseph P. Thurston and Evelyn Percival Aid-
rich, both of Plymouth.
March 5. Frederick W. Welch and Eva F. Scheil, both of
Plymouth.
March 25. Edmundo Diozzi and Adelaide Lodi, both of
Plymouth.
April 11. Anton Porcheco and Williamina Thomas, both
of Plymouth.
April 11. Morton Robbins and Ella W. Pierce, both of
Plymouth.
April 15. Ernest W. Coffin of Plymouth and Nina M.
Winchester of Lynn, married in Lynn.
April 20. Charles Henry Broadbent and Maud Evelyn
Bryant, both of Plymouth.
April 22. Antonio Caroreiti and Bertha Lamborghini, both
of Plymouth.
April 25. Abner Ellis and Madelina L. Schwartz, both of
Plymouth.
April 29. Martin Dee and Dorathy C. (Delaney) Willey,
both of Plymouth.
April 30. George B. Cusbing of Plymouth and Hattie A.
L. Hansche of Kingston, married in Kingston.
April 30. John E. Knight and Lottie M. Bumpus, both of
Plymouth.
April 30. Paul O. Pipping and Rebecca Olive Martin, both
of Plymouth, married in Boston.
May 2. Guiseppi Paoli and Tecla Annunziata Muti, both
of Plymouth.
May 2. Ralph F. Paulding and Sarah Janette Thomas,
both of Plymouth.
PLYMOUTH PUBLIC LIB
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May 9. Arthur Jenkins Sargent and Bessie Holbrook,
both of Rockland, married in Plymouth.
May 13. Albert Boudro of Plymouth and Frances Eveline
Freeman of Kingston, married in Kingston.
May 17. Norman Merchand and Lucy (Chesisiong) Dea-
voux, both of Plymouth.
May 23. Arthur L. Manter of Plymouth and Alfrieda
Lundblad of Quincy, married in Plymouth.
May 23. Casper Brenner and Elizabeth Cellar, both of
Plymouth.
May 23. Herman L. Molter and Eugenia M. Werkmeister,
both of Plymouth, married in Boston.
June 2. Willie P. Manter of Plymouth and Clara Carlson
of Cambridge, married in Boston.
June 2. Pasquale Torilla and Celeste (Licursi) Licursi,
both of Brockton, married in Plymouth.
June 6. Michael P. Joyce and Helen (Branifield) Bartlett,
both of Plymouth.
June 10. Frank William Lowe and Isabel Miller Wells,
both of Plymouth.
June 10. Bernard R. Ward and Sarah Ann Spurr, both
of Plymouth.
June 10. Fred Avery Hall of Kingston and- Mary Alice
Brown of Plymouth, married in Plymouth.
June 10. John L. Morrison of Plymouth and Georgia M.
Miner of Quincy, married in Wollaston.
June 17. Harry A. Holmes and Ida M. Cooney, both of
Plymouth.
June 20. Arthur F. Hughes and Nina Jones Pierce, both
of Plymouth.
June 20. Matthias Foheder and Minnie Gellar, both of
Plymouth.
—53—
June 23. Elmer E. Douglass of Plymouth and Nannie M.
Blanchard of East Bridgewater, married in East
Bridgewater.
June 24. Harry Bryant Wells of Stoneham and Carrie
Thomas Davis of Plymouth, married in Plymouth.
June 27. Albert M. Watson, Jr., of Plymouth and Eliza-
beth V. Taylor of Cambridge, married in Plymouth.
June 27. Herman Nordstrom and Corrine Olson Persson,
both of Plymouth.
June 29. Charles E. Sears of Plymouth and Ethel M. El-
lis of Bridgewater, married in Bridgewater.
June 30. Eben Allen Thacher of Hyannis and Ageline P.
Adams of Hudson, N. H., married in Plymouth.
June 30. Fred Livingstone Blackmer of Pittsfield and
Maria Louise Brewster of Plymouth, married in Plym-
outh.
June 30. John F. Callanan of Plymouth and Catherine
Elizabeth Young of Rockland, married in Rockland.
July 3. James T. Knight and Ella L. Valler, both of
Plymouth.
July 5. Walter D. Weeks and Delia W. Swift, both of
Plymouth.
July 8. Henry York and Annie Howe, both of Plym-
outh.
July 8. George A. Condly and Annie Sullivan, both of
Plymouth.
July 17. Frank E. Lamquin and Madaline (Beadley)
Mitchell, both of Plymouth.
July 18. Arthur L. Lanman and Effie McQuarrie, both of
Plymouth, married in Brockton.
July 30. Guy C. Smith of Raritan, N. J., and Helen K. Bit-
tinger of Haverhill, N. H., married in Plymouth.
—54—
Aug. 12. Harry Lee Tinker of Plymouth and Lola War-
ren Randall of Duxbury, married in Duxbury.
Aug. 1 6. David Resnick and Jennie Miller, both of Plym-
outh.
Aug. 25. Angelo Guidiboni and Emma Reggini, both of
Plymouth.
Aug. 31. Henry Adolph Demers and Mary Bertha Petit,
both of Plymouth.
Sept. 1. Howard M. Douglas and Maud M. Lucas, both
of Plymouth.
Sept. 1. Ernest Dennison Mortimer and Abby Taylor
Nelson, both of Plymouth.
Sept. 2. Peter J. Peterson and Annie Agnes Foley, both
of Plymouth.
Sept. 2. Elmer L. Gibbs of Boston and Grace G. Beytes
of Plymouth, married in Plymouth.
Sept. 5. John A. Maguire and Addie Z. Maker, both of
Plymouth.
Sept. 9. Lawrence Elmer Topham of Somerville and
Kathryn Mattern of Plymouth, married in Plymouth.
Sept. 23. Frederick S. Gray of Plymouth and Benzina
Reese of Cambridge, married in Cambridge.
Sept. 26. Rinaldo Gattoli and Angiola Mercede Ida Cag-
nola, both of Plymouth.
Sept. 26. Axel J. Frieberg and Ida May Anderson, both of
Plymouth.
Sept. 30. LeBaron Plathaway and Katharine W. South-
gate, both of Plymouth.
Oct. 3. Edward 0. Harlow of Plymouth and Mary J.
Cassidy. of Middleboro, married in Middleboro.
Oct. 3. Charles A. McCarthy and Sarah E. Wareham,
both of Plymouth.
Oct. 7. John J. Ghent and Amy Lee, both of Plym-
outh.
Oct. 15. Lyman F. Tripp and Josephine W. (Wright)
Swift, both of Plymouth, married in Duxbury.
Oct. 15. Arthur Brewster Holmes of Kingston and Edith
Louise Mabbett of Plymouth, married in Plymouth.
Oct. 21. George L. Dudley of Cambridge and Ruth H.
Coville of Plymouth, married in Plymouth.
Oct. 21. Edward W. Bradford, Jr., and Ida Lewis Sears,
both of Plymouth.
Oct. 21. Elijah R. Powers of Boston and Gertrude May
Avery of Plymouth, married in Plymouth.
Oct. 28. George B. Howland of Plymouth and Jennie R.
Josselyn of Hanson, married in Whitman.
Oct. 28. Jesse T. Robbins and Bessie Mabel Simpson,
both of Plymouth.
Oct. 28. John E. Wright of Plymouth and Annie W.
Bartlett of Kingston, married in Kingston.
Oct. 28. Simon E. Pickard and Sarah Jane Carpenter,
both of Plymouth.
Oct. 29. Michael Kane and Annie N. Wood, both o£
Plymouth.
Nov. 1. Medardo R. Calzolari and Ines Borghi, both of
Plymouth.
Nov. 3. Coleman Donahue and Margaret Hoarty, both of
Plymouth, married in Randolph.
Nov. 4. Archie P. Eadie and Georgie McLean, both of
Plymouth.
Nov. 5. John R. Ferguson and Mary Maybury, both of
Plymouth.
Nov. 16. Ugo Borghezani of Plymouth and Erminia Pe-
derzani of Nashua, N. H., married in Nashua.
-56-
Nov. 1 8. Philip Dries, Jr., and Mary Alice Martell, both
of Plymouth.
Nov. 1 8. Thomas A. Proctor, Jr., and Lillian F. Howes,
both of Plymouth.
Nov. 19. Alvin E. Nightingale of Plymouth and Mary
E. (Bell) Spangles of West Virginia, married in
Bourne.
*
Nov. 21. Lewis B. Smith and Orinda Almina Hughes,
both of Plymouth.
Nov. 21. Lievin Demulder and Josephine Lenain, both of
Plymouth.
Nov. 26. Charles A. Nickerson and Lucy L. Griffin, both
of Plymouth.
Dec. 2. Edwin A. Dunton and Lottie F. Bartlett, both of
Plymouth.
Dec. 5. Frank Grasia and Mary A. Figaredo, both of
Plymouth.
Dec. 1 6. G. Harris Cochrane of Franklin and Helen E.
Stott of Plymouth, married in Franklin.
Dec. 16. Arthur T. Rogers and Alvina Boudrot, both of
Plymouth.
Dec. 23. William J. Greenhalge and Martha E. Manns,
both of Plymouth.
Dec. 23. William E. Holmes of Carver and Almira C.
Dowsett of Plymouth, married in New Bedford.
Dec. 23. John Cook and [da A. Brady, both of Plym-
outh.
Dec. 31. Manuel Silva and Mary Enos, both of Plym-
outh.
Dec. 31. John Joseph Mauss and Annie J. Mitchell, both
of Plymouth.
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SUMMARY.
BIRTHS.
Number registered, 210
Males, 108
Females, 102
The parentage is as follows
:
Both parents born in
—
United States, 68
France, 3
Germany, 14
Italy, 48
England, 2
Canada, 1
Western Islands, 4
Russia, 5
Azores, 1
Ireland, 1
Mixed, one American, 44
Mixed, neither American, 18
Unknown, 1
MARRIAGES.
Number of marriages registered in 1903, . 106
Both parties born in
—
United States, 59
England, I
Ireland, I
Italy, 9
—7i—
Sweden, 2
Russia, I
Canada,
.
i
Nova Scotia, 2
Scotland, 1
France, 1
Western Islands, 3
Mixed, one American, 20
Mixed, neither American, 5
106
DEATHS.
Number of deaths registered, 185, of which 37 occurred
out of town, burial taking place in Plymouth.
Born in
—
United States, 160
Nova Scotia, 4
Scotland, 2
England, 3
Italy, 2
Cape Breton, 1
Germany, 7
Ireland, 4
Holland, 1
Western Islands, 1
POLICE DEPARTMENT.
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen—
Gentlemen : I have the honor to submit the following
report of the Police Department for the year ending Dec.
3i, 1903:
Total number of arrests, 171
Males, 163
Females, 8
Minors, 34
Adults, 137
Residents, 135
Non-residents,
.
36
Number of fines imposed. 99
Sent to jail, 6
Sent to state farm, 2
Sent to Lyman school, 4
Sent to Taunton, 1
Sent to Walpole, 1
Sent to Westboro, 1
Cases appealed, 15
Cases discharged, 20
Cases placed on file, 4
Cases placed on probation. 33
Amount of fines imposed, $1,225 00
Amount of fines paid, 732 00
Cases now in Superior court, 3
Classified as follows:
Disturbance of the peace, 4
Drunk, 64
—73—
T"» 1 * 1 j_ _*Breaking and entering, 9
By-laws,
Liquor laws, 1
1
Larceny, 9
Non-support, 4
Assault, ii
Assault on officer, 4
Lscape trom officer, i
Selling- short measure, I
Insane, I
Tramp, i
Cruelty to animals, i
Resisting officer, I
Adultery, 2
Til 1 1 1 • . , '
Illegal cohabitation, 4
Breaking street lights, 2
On suspicion, I
Begging, I
Delirium tremens, I
Defacing buildings, 4
Truancy, i
Keeping gambling house, * i
Gambling, 6
Rape, i
Neglect to pay fine, i
The police force now consists of five regular men as fol-
lows : Benjamin F. Goddard, Michael Casey, Augustine J.
Hogan, Freeman Manter, William H. Goedecke.
Within the past year another officer has been added to the
night patrol, and the hours of duty have been equalized so
that at present one or more officers are on duty at all hours
of the day and night.
The attention of the public has previously been called to
the lack of accommodation at the police station. It ought
to be obvious to all that in order to keep pace with the
—74—
steady increase of the population, that a greater number of
cells are imperatively needed. At present there are but
three, and ten persons have been committed to them at one
time. The public is earnestly invited to call and inspect
the conveniences that the town now possesses— it is open
continuously. The same primitive and unwholesome condi-
tions are found now, that have existed for several years. As
there is nothing on the exterior of the building to suggest
that the town possesses a lock-up, and it is fair to assume
that many do not know where it is located, I will say that
it can be found in the northerly part of the cellar of the
town house, where no ray of sunshine ever has or can pene-
trate the gloomy interior of the cells.
Respectfully submitted,
BENJ. F. GODDARD,
Chief of Police.
FIRE DEPARTMENT.
To the Board of Selectmen of Plymouth—
The Board of Fire Engineers submit their report for the
year 1903.
APPARATUS.
The apparatus of the department is in good condition,
with the following exceptions :
Ladder No. 1 needs a new set of wheels and painting.
Steamer No. 2 needs painting.
Steamer No. 3, since her return from the boiler makers,
has had her engine and pumps thoroughly overhauled, and
is in good condition, but needs painting.
HOSE.
The hose in the department has suffered severely during
the last year, and 500 feet has been discarded and 1000 feet
is in poor condition. Five hundred feet was purchased in
the early part of the year, and after the fire in Odd Fellows'
block the board found it absolutely imperative to purchase
new hose, and purchased 1000 feet, which will come out of
this year's appropriation. This puts the department on the
same footing as last year.
We recommend the purchase of an additional 1000 feet
this year.
FIRE ALARM SYSTEM.
Three signal boxes have been added to the system, mak-
ing 21 in all, and located as follows:
Box 65—Water street, corner Howland.
-76-
Box 135—Standish avenue, corner Alden street.
Box 132—Standish avenue, corner Cherry street.
We believe the town should add boxes every year, and
recommend four to be placed in the following locations
:
At the junction of Warren avenue and Cliff street.
Warren avenue, near residence of Otis Burgess.
Watson Hill, at the head of Franklin street.
AUerton street, corner Vernon.
HORSE SERVICE.
In our report last year we estimated the horse hire for
the year at $1,500.00. We have paid $1,452.50. This
shows that the expense of the horse service is constantly
increasing, and we estimate the cost for this year $2,000.00.
We earnestly recommend that a suitable addition be built
to the Central fire station and that horses owned by the
town be kept there and worked in conjunction with the street
department. New quarters, which are sadly needed, could
be provided for a battery room on the second floor. The
present one is located in the basement, and the limit of
room there has been reached, and with constant additions to
the fire alarm system, a new location somewhere in the
building is an absolute necessity.
HYDRANTS.
Eleven hydrants have been set during the year. Three of
these were on hand at the beginning of the year. Eight
were purchased and set at a cost of $416.00, exceeding the
appropriation allowed by the Town $216.00, the board be-
lieving it is policy when the water department is adding to
the water system in locations where the supply is sufficient,
to set the hydrants, as it can be done then for less than at
any other time.
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BUILDINGS.
We estimate the sum of $500.00 will be needed to put the
buildings in good condition.
FINANCIAL.
Appropriations
—
Annual,
New boiler, No. 3,
Fire alarm boxes,
Hydrants,
$6,000 00
900 00
500 00
200 00
Payments
—
Horse hire,
Coal and kindling,
Fire alarm system, including new
boxes,
Lighting buildings,
Hydrants,
Janitors,
Repairs on steamer No. 3, includ-
ing new boiler,
Water department bill,
Pay roll of department,.
500 feet new hose,
Sundries,
Overdrawn,
$i,452 50
227 37
603 72
384 35
282 00
261 00
1,008 93
274 07
2,459 5o
300 00
861 56
$7,600 00
$8,115 00
$515 00
We recommend an appropriation of $7,000.00 to meet
the expenses of the department the coming year. We also
recommend additional appropriations as follows:
Hose, $1,200.00
-78-
Repairs to buildings, $500.00
Four additional fire alarm boxes, $600.00.
FRANK H. LANMAN,
Chief.
I. L. HEDGE,
Clerk.
ENGINEERS.
F. H. Lanman. I. L. Hedge
E. D. Bartlett. J. E. Sullivan
J. C. Cave, G. E. Saunders
H. Morissey.
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH
OF THE TOWN OF PLYMOUTH FOR THE YEAR
ENDING DEC. 31, 1903.
This year has shown a larger number of cases of con-
tagious diseases than any year since 1899, when the epi-
demic of measles occurred. Of diphtheria there were re-
ported 6 cases, typhoid fever, 13; measles, 18; and scarlet
fever, 52; making a total of 89 cases. The scarlet fever
epidemic, which occurred last fall, threatened to become so
serious that the State Board of Health was asked to give
us advice, and, after an investigation by Dr. Frank E.
Morse, suggested more thorough fumigation. This sugges-
tion was carried out, each dwelling in which a case, how-
ever mild, had been reported, having been carefully fumi-
gated with formaldehyde gas, before the inmates were re-
leased from quarantine. Fortunately the general char-
acter of the epidemic has been mild, but four deaths having
been caused by the disease during the year. The few cases
of diphtheria created only a limited demand for the anti-
toxin supplied by the State Board, but 10 ounces having been
used in Plymouth, and but one culture tube returned for ex-
amination. Ninety ounces of formaldehyde paste have
been used in disinfecting.
In six instances it became necessary for the Board to serve
notices on owners or occupants to abate nuisances, though
many more complaints of nuisances were investigated and
matters arranged satisfactorily by mutual agreement, with-
out the trouble or expense of an official notification. Of
the 31 persons ordered to connect their premises with the
public sewer, nearly all are located on the line of Town
brook, which for years past has been a recognized offense.
The time does not seem far distant, however, when it may
carry the clear water of Billington Sea to the harbor unpol-
luted. When this is happily accomplished, we may view its
historic waters with pride and pleasure, and not as now,
with suspicion and at times disgust. There is a small stream
running out upon the shore below the Puritan Mills which
carries a large amount of sewage, and seems quite as ob-
jectionable as Town brook, as there is not the body of water
to dispose of its contents that there is in the larger stream.
This also soon must be relieved of its burden of filth, which
will be directed into the proper channels.
On Oct. 19th, the Board received a complaint signed by
a number of citizens, which claimed that "the conditions ex-
isting in and about Eel river are unsanitary," the cause be-
ing "the immense amount of filth deposited" from a rubber
reclaiming factory situated at Russell Mills village. On
the following day two members of the Board made an in-
vestigation and reported at a meeting held Oct. 23rd. The
Board did not find sufficient evidence of contamination of
the waters of Eel river to take any action, but decided to
refer the matter to the State Board, where it now rests.
At a regular monthly meeting held Oct. 9th, the resigna-
tion of Joseph W. Hunting, as a member of the Board of
Health, and also as its agent, was received and accepted.
Mr. Hunting served the town faithfully for many years in
varying capacities on the Board of Health, sometimes as
secretary, sometimes as inspector, or as a member, but what-
ever his nominal position, his gigantic proportions, sonor-
ous bass and brass buttons represented the strong arm of
the law and hypnotized unwilling delinquents into obedi-
ence, but to his associates, the hearty, whole-souled "Cap-
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tain" was full of genial good nature, and always zealous
for the welfare of his town.
At a joint meeting of the Selectmen and Board of Health
held Oct. 17th, Dr. Herman L. Molter was chosen to fill the
vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. Hunting from the
Board, and on the same date Dr. Molter was appointed sec-
retary to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr.
John F. Callanan from that office.
At a meeting of the Board of Health held Oct. 22nd,
Herman W. Tower was appointed agent of the Board to fill
the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. Hunting.
In accordance with the vote of the Town adopting Chap-
ter 103 of the Revised laws of the State of Massachusetts,
the Board of Health placed certain plumbing regulations in
effect in November, by publishing them. These regulations
were carefully prepared, after consulting the plumbing regu-
lations of many other towns of about the size of
Plymouth, and with the assistance and advice of practical
plumbers. Thus far they have been working very satisfac-
torily, and have amply proved, even in so short a time, the
necessity for just such supervision of plumbing. Michael
D. Welch and Arthur L. Bailey are certified by the Civil
Service Commission, and are regularly appointed inspectors
of plumbing, according to the law.
The following persons have been granted Master Plumb-
ers's licenses
:
H. P. Bailey & Bro.
Hathaway & Sampson.
C. T. Harris & Son.
W. H. H. Weston.
William W. Myrick.
The following persons have been granted journeymen
plumber's licenses
:
Arthur A. Sampson.
John E. Sullivan.
Plymouth 6
—82—
William Carr.
Freeman L. Brown.
Thomas F. Harney.
Henry Rheinhardt.
H. P. Bailey.
Philip Mahler.
Arthur L. Bailey.
Fred P. Bailey.
Fred R. Spates.
Each year, with its added number of pupils in the public
schools, urges more insistently the necessity for efficient
medical inspection. Children in attendance at the public
schools are constantly developing diseases which are sown
broadcast among their companions, because the unskilled
eye of the teacher cannot detect the signs of danger until
the harm is done. Not only is this true of acute contagious
diseases, where the harm is quickly done, but of those insid-
ious chronic diseases which find so prolific a field in the
fertile soil of the school room. At present any pupil whose
physical condition is questioned by the teacher, is referred
to the chairman of this Board, and if sufficient evidence is
found to warrant it, the pupil is sent home and not allowed
to return without a certificate of health. This is well
enough as far as it goes, but it is a makeshift at best, prac-
tically leaving the medical inspection of the schools to the
teachers, a task for which they are not paid. There should
be a physician or physicians appointed, whose duty it should
be to visit the schools at regularly stated intervals, noting
any indications of disease among the pupils, and immedi-
ately removing any with suspicious symptoms. It should
also be his duty to advise and direct the teacher, wherever
the health of the pupils is concerned, and he should inform
the parents in all cases where, in his judgment, the pupils
need any sort of medical assistance.
The following is a statement of the expenditures made
by the Board of Health during the year
:
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Agent and inspector, salary, $166 66
Secretary, salary and expenses, 25 65
Labor on public dumps, 9 00
Services of physician for contagious diseases, 40 00
Inspection of plumbing, 58 2h
Printing, 49 25
Nurses in contagious diseases, 163 5°
Boards for placards, 4 00
l f» | fk r\ j-i <~) fi fk
Burying animals, etc., 7 88
Medicine, disinfectants and supplies furn-
ished in contagious diseases, *7 65
Settlement of suit of Beckford & Bruce, 875 00
$1,487 12
Received for 1 gal. formaldehyde, $4 OO
Received for plumbers' licenses, 13 50
Received for butcher's license, 1 00
$18 50
J. HOLBROOK SHAW,
H. L. MOLTER,
JOHN F. CALLANAN,
Board of Health.
PLYMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY.
REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS.
The directors of the library make the following report of
the work of the library during the past year, and of its
present condition:
Bound volumes added for circulation in 1903, !>739
Bound volumes added for reference in 1903, 103
Unbound volumes and pamphlets added, 82
Total number of additions, 1 ,924
Number of volumes for circulation Jan. 1, 1903, 10,609
Number of volumes for circulation added in 1903, i,739
12,348
Withdrawn from circulation in 1903, 158
Total number for circulation Jan 1, 1904, 12,190
Number of volumes in reference
department, Jan. 1, 1903, 2,555
Volumes added in 1903, 103
Total number of volumes for
reference, 2,658
Total number of volumes in library, Jan. 1, 1904, 14,848
Books given out for circulation during 1903
—
General works, 72^
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Philosophy,
Theology,
Sociology,
Language,
221
63
165
21
Natural Science,
Useful Arts,
352
158
Fine Arts,
Literature,
Travels,
294
776
748
719
708
Biography,
History,
Fiction, 23,361
Total circulation for 1903, 28,312
Periodicals provided for the use of the public
:
Harper's Monthly,
Harper's Weekly.
Atlantic Monthly.
Century Magazine,
Scribner's Magazine.
New England Magazine,
McClure's Magazine.
St. Nicholas.
North American Review.
Forum.
Popular Science Monthly.
Scientific American.
Scientific American supplement
Cosmopolitan.
Bookman.
Outlook. •
Country Life (English).
Youth's Companion.
New York Tribune.
Boston Transcript.
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Plymouth Free Press (Gift of the publishers).
Old Colony Memorial (Gift of the publishers).
Union Signal (Gift of the local W. C. T. U.)
Literary News.
Library Journal. (To be had on application.)
Public Libraries. (To be had on application.)
About 1,500 of the volumes added to the circulating de-
partment were bequeathed to the library by the late Mrs.
Lucy Josephine Parker. The supplementary volumes of the
Encyclopaedia Brittanica have lately been purchased for the
library, and the directors have endeavored to provide the
most useful reference books for the use of the public.
Miss Mary G. Bartlett and other friends have added to
the large collection of photographs, which now amount to
about 5,000 in number, all mounted, catalogued and syste-
matically arranged in large cabinets, presented by friends
of the library, of similar construction to those in the Boston
Public library. A gift of $100 for the purchase of books
has been received from an unknown donor through Miss
Caroline B. Warren. Col. Andrew H. Russell of the U. S.
army, a native of Plymouth, has presented to the library a
copy of the Report of the Philippine Commission, a valuable
illustrated book on the trees and woods of the Philippine
islands, and several hundred photographs illustrating the life
of the army and of the people in those islands. Mrs. Lydia
G. Lothrop and the donors of the library building, Mrs.
Lydia G. R. Allen, Mrs. Marion R. Townsend and Mr.
Thomas Russell, have lately presented a beautiful and valu-
able mantel clock for use in the reading room. The new
building has now been in use over a year, and
has proved to be most satisfactory, central in location, easy
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of access, with book stacks well lighted and within easy
reach of the librarian, and with a reading room with excel-
lent light and ventilation, comfortable chairs and an atmos-
phere of rest and quiet which has attracted a steadily in-
creasing number of our citizens and our summer visitors.
For the Directors,
WILLIAM HEDGE,
President.
Feb. i, 1904.
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF
CEMETERIES.
Following is the report of the Superintendent of Ceme-
teries and Burial Hill.
The usual annual work in the cemeteries has been done,
I think, in thorough manner. Xeeded fencing has been
added the past year and more will be built from time to
time, until the entire grounds are surrounded with a suit-
able fence.
Since the last report a large area bordering on Samoset
street has been cleared from trees and, with some grading,
will be available for burial purposes, this added territory
sufficing for the wants of the town for some time to come.
With the opening of new avenues, and the grading neces-
sary on this new plot, comes increasing expense in properly
caring for the cemeteries. I recommend an appropriation of
$1,000.00 for the ensuing year.
I again call attention to the dilapidated condition of the
main entrances from Summer street and Samoset street.
The town ought to have pride enough to provide suit-
able and appropriate gates for these entrances, at the same
time they should be provided for by a separate appropriation,
so as not to handicap the necessarv work provided for by the
regular appropriation.
Burial Hill received an appropriation of $500.00 at the
last annual meeting, which would have been ample, but for
the fact that a large part of this appropriation was used for
a hand railing at the School street entrance; this was not
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anticipated by your superintendent, and resulted in cutting
short necessary work upon the rest of the Hill.
I consider an appropriation of at least $500.00 as im-
perative for the coming year, if the town cares to make
even the semblance of an attempt to preserve the attrac-
tions of this historic spot. Several cases of vandalism have
occurred during the year, and this proves a difficult matter
to prevent, since your superintendent cannot be on the Hill
at all times,
A new fence has been constructed adjoining the Russell
street school grounds. The gate at the Russell street en-
trance is hardly in keeping with the elaborate approach
at Town square, and I recommend that a neat and inexpen-
sive iron gateway be placed there, for which the town
should make a special appropriation.
Respectfully submitted,
E. F. STRANGER,
Superintendent of Oak Grove and Vine Hill Cemeteries
and Burial Hill.
FIFTEENTH ANNUAL
REPORT OF THE PARK COMMISSIONERS.
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Plymouth—
The various Parks, under the charge of this Board, have
received usual care and attention during the past year. No
extensions have been made, and no notable improvements
have been undertaken. The roads and paths in Morton
Park have been kept in good condition, and the public use
of the same has shown an increasing appreciation of their
value.
The bridge at "Bill Holmes's" dam has been a source
of some anxiety, on account of its dilapidated condition.
Temporary repairs have been made from time to time, but
it is very unsatisfactory and its use should be discontinued
as soon as practicable. It was hoped that the stone arch
referred to in the last annual report would have been com-
pleted during the past year, but lack of sufficient funds
has prevented undertaking the same. A number of gen-
erous contributions have been made to this fund, but a suffi-
cient amount has not yet been received to warrant making
a contract for its construction. The plans are made, and
the foundations have been put in place and the approaches
have been partially graded. It is hoped that the Board
may be put in position early in the coming season to com-
plete this very much needed improvement. It was Mr.
Morton's desire that this work should be paid for by private
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contributions, and the Board have not asked the Town for
any appropriation for this purpose.
Many of the plantings in various parts of the Park have
shown excellent growth during the year. The Beech trees
are particularly worthy of admiration. They were of spec-
ial interest to Mr. Morton who took great care of them, and
knew them, every one. The young Hemlocks near Brook
path are also well worth becoming- intimately acquainted
with.
Training Green has been kept in good condition, but
should receive special attention, before long. An applica-
tion of wood ashes two years since, gave excellent and last-
ing results. The Commissioners state with brief comment,
that as a result of a bonfire on the "night before the Fourth"
a large space in the lawn near the Soldiers' Monument was
so completely burned that a special replanting of grass had
to be made. It seems that some act of hoodlumism must
be recorded of this locality every year.
Burton Park and Bates Park repay the intelligent care that
they receive.
Beach Park, since the change of Eel river back to its
former channel, by the General Government, is again resum-
ing its former condition.
Some public interest has been expressed during the year
in regard to securing shore rights for public use. This
town, bordering for more than twenty miles on the ocean
owns comparatively only a few feet of shore lands. The
owner of certain lots of land on Plymouth Beach will give
the same to the Town if the other owners will do the same.
Many reasons will suggest themselves to every one why
this stretch of land should be public property.
The financial report is annexed hereto, and made a part
hereof. Some special work has been done at Morton Park
this year, which has caused most of the overdraft in the
Park account.
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The commissioners ask for the usual appropriation of
seven hundred and fifty dollars for parks, and a slightly
increased appropriation, one hundred and seventy-five dol-
lars, for Training Green, to cover the increased cost of car-
ing for the plank walks now that it is impossible to store
them near the Green during the summer season.
WALTER H. SEARS,
THOMAS R. WATSON,
GEORGE R. BRIGGS,
Park Commissioners.
Park Account.
Cr.
By appropriation for overdraft in
1902, $71 25
By appropriation for 1903, 750 00
By sales of wood, 37 00
Overdrawn, 120 27
Dr.
To labor at Morton and Burton
Parks, $773 57
To care of Bates Park, 72 70
To care of Beach Park, 19 36
To tools, 13 62
To printing, 15 50
To plank walks (mostly for Train-
ing Green) 12 52
To overdraft, 1902 account. 7i 25
$978 52
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Training Green Account.
Cr.
i
By balance from 1902 account, $20 70
By appropriation, 160 00
Overdrawn, 16 63
$197 33
Dr.
To labor and care of Green, $ x 97 13
To sundries, 20
$197 33
REPORT OF TREE WARDEN.
TREE WARDEN ACCOUNT.
Cr.
By appropriations.
By reimbursements.
$1,372 12
6 30
$1,378 42
Dr.
To balance 1902 account, $372 12
To labor, 342 98
To insecticides, 35 10
To trees, 13 35
To cedar posts and stakes, 2 00
To printing, 2 25
To salary and rent spraying outfits, 100 00
To balance to credit of acct., 510 62
$1,378 42
The last report of the Tree Warden expressed the belief
that the elm leaf beetle was so well under control that it
would not be necessary to spray the majority of our trees
in 1903 ; this proved to be the case. While constant care
will be necessary in the future, including spraying of the
trunks of elm trees with kerosene emulsion in mid-summer
and the foliage of infected trees (generally English elms)
with arsenical poison, it is not probable that general and ex-
pensive spraying will be necessary during the coming
season.
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Early in the spring larvae of the brown-tail moth were
discovered in several parts of the Town, even as far south
as Cedarville. These larvae have caused much injury to the
trees and discomfort to the inhabitants in some parts of the
state and it is important that the brown-tail should not get
a footing here. There was only a week or two after the
discovery of the nests before the larvae would be scattered
over the trees; so it was necessary to act quickly and to
interest as many of our townspeople as possible in the work
of inspecting the trees and gathering and destroying the
nests. These nests were confined to fruit trees, with one or
two exceptions, making it necessary to examine all orchards
and gardens as well as roadsides. The total number de-
stroyed was not large, but, being scattered over a wide area,
they were sufficient to seed our territory thoroughly. The
nests can be easily seen in winter and removed without dam-
age to the trees on which they hang; they should be cut off
and burned during suitable days in February and March.
Since the State has failed to make appropriations for the
suppression of the gipsy moth this most destructive insect
has increased rapidly and will probably spread over the
whole state in a few years. A 'colony was found in Bridge-
water last summer.
The work of prevention will be much less expensive than
attempts to eradicate any of these pests after they have
become sufficiently numerous here to be noticeably destruc-
tive. For this reason a circular will be distributed to prop-
erty owners and all interested, giving information how to
find and destroy the eggs or larvae of the various insects
which are likely to multiply in dangerous quantities. I ask
the careful reading of these circulars by our townspeople
and their co-operation with the Tree Warden and his depu-
ties in preventing these insects from gaining a footing here.
In this way we can protect our fruit trees as well as our
shade trees.
—g6—
Some work was done last spring in destroying the nests
of tent caterpillars along our roadsides. This caterpillar
does a good deal of damage each year and is widely distrib-
uted. If they are not allowed to remain on the roadside
trees the owners of orchards will have some encouragement
to protect their own trees. It is proposed to clean the road-
side trees by destroying the eggs or cutting or trimming the
wild cherry trees which harbor so many.
Several trees were removed during the year, after due
notice of a hearing as required by law, where they were in
the way of more desirable trees, and some trimming was
done as usual. More work of this kind can be done
to advantage.
Our trees continue to be injured by horses left untied in
the streets. Drivers of delivery wagons and pedlers
seldom take the time to secure their horses when they leave
their wagons. It is not often that sufficient evidence can be
obtained to prosecute successfully a driver whose horse has
damaged a tree, and when conviction is secured the pen-
alty is not always sufficient to prevent similar carelessness
by the same driver. It is the policy of the Tree Warden to
prosecute every case where proof can be established, and he
desires the help of all who notice injuries of this kind to
trees. It is important to know the time and date of the
injury and the person in charge of the horse at the time.
In consideration of the unexpended balance to the credit
of the account, 1 recommend an appropriation of $500 for
1904. Unless some untorseen expenditures are necessary,
this sum will sufiice, and should all go well, a part may be
saved. A thorough search for brown-tail and gipsy moths
will cost more than our short campaign against the brown-
tail last year ; by fighting the tent caterpillar at the same
time we shall have something to show for our money if we
are fortunate enough to be free from the more dreaded pest.
G. R. BRIGGS,
Tree Warden.
REPORT OF FORESTER.
FORESTER'S ACCOUNT.
Cr.
By balance from 1902 account, $1,809 99
By appropriation, 500 00
$2,309 99
Dr.
To equipment, $89 22
To labor, 351 21
To supplies, 10 56
To advertising, 10 00
To salary and expenses of Forester, 100 00
To balance to credit of acct, x >749 00
$2,309 99
The principal item in expenditures for this account is for
work done in establishing a lane, clear of underbrush, from
the junction of Samoset Street with the North Carver road
to West Pond, and another along the Long Pond road from
South Pond village to the burned land. These lanes aver-
age one hundred feet in width and border the roads on the
west side. The first should furnish a good base to stop a
fire coming from Carver; the second a line of defence for
the Russell Mills neighborhood, "The Forges" and the val-
uable woodlands near "Quaker Tavern."
The customary spring drought was unusually severe in
Plymouth 7
—
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1903 and the whole country was alarmed by startling
reports of extensive forest fires which caused great damage.
Plymouth certainly had her full share in point of numbers,
thirteen fires being reported during May alone, but we were
fortunate in having none which burned ' long or which
destroyed much valuable wood. One unoccupied and
neglected house was burned.
Most of our fires were caused by locomotives on the Mid-
dleboro railroad and at one time it became almost a daily
occurrence for the engine of the "up freight" to set a fire
before reaching Darby station. The fire wards in that sec-
tion were on the watch whenever it was possible for them
to be in the neighborhood while the trains passed by, and
they extinguished a number of fires so promptly that the
damage and expense were trifling. The management of the
railroad did not seem able to prevent the fires, but they sent
men to help put them out and established a patrol to follow
the trains. In view of the danger from locomotives I recom-
mend that a fire lane be established on the north side of Sam-
oset Street and the Carver road to the Carver line. This
would probably make it possible to confine a fire originating
at the railroad to the comparatively narrow strip of land ly-
ing between it and the roads mentioned,—a strip which has
now little valuable wood owing to the many fires which have
visited it.
Some of the most valuable woodlands in Plymouth lies
in the vicinity of the Manomet hills, and there is no road
running north and south through this region. As soon as
practicable a lane should be established along this range;
this with the several roads crossing the hills would increase
the chance of fighting a fire there successfully.
Several fires near Russell Mills were undoubtedly of in-
cendiary origin and it is probable that the fire of May third,
at the southerly end of the Town, was caused in the same
way. The latter fire was spread over a wider area than
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necessary by injudicious and unlawful back firing by parties
from a neighboring town.
I have not been able to establish the two lookouts that I
have several times recommended, equipped for taking ob-
servations to locate fires by triangulation, and connected by
telephone. It is not proposed that the Town should build
and own both of these stations nor that they shall be occupied
by paid observers. The co-operation of private parties is
necessary and we must await the pleasure and convenience
of persons who may furnish suitable locations.
At present fires are located roughly by reports received
by telephone from observers in the towns or villages from
which the fire is visible. Such assistance as can be obtained
in this way is often very useful and shows how valuable
accurate ranges from two well known points and made by
experienced observers would be. Whenever it is possible to
equip two such stations at a reasonable expense we should
be in a position to do so.
I have not succeeded in finding a suitable location for a
fire wagon in Manomet. Such a wagon, if properly han-
dled, would probably be of great service should a fire occur
in the village, but it should be placed where there is a tele-
phone and where horses are always available, as well as the
men needed to take charge of it. The wagon is ready if
Manomet will furnish the location.
The Massachusetts Forestry Association endeavored to
have a bill passed by the Legislature of 1903 which would
result in the employment by the State of a trained forester
whose business it should be to accomplish in all possible
ways the protection of our forests and woodlands from fire,
their reasonable and profitable use and the re-forestation of
those lands which can be most profitably used for growing
timber. For some reason the committee to which this mat-
ter was referred failed to report a bill; but public opinion is
being educated rapidly to the importance of this movement
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and it seems unlikely that the Legislature now in session
will ignore the recommendation of the Governor for legisla-
tion of this character and the strong demands of the friends
of this bill for its enactment. If such a law is passed, more
thorough and effective methods of protecting the woodlands
of the State will come into general use and the State will
probably take some share in the expense of organizing a
suitable force to superintend the work of forest preserva-
tion in a systematic way. Plymouth should be greatly in-
terested in the success of the proposed bill, for its large
area of woodlands may, with judicious care and develop-
ment, become more valuable to future generations than they
were to those before us.
The unusually severe winter, with its encumbrance of
snow, has rendered work on fire-lanes impracticable up to
February. The months to come may be favorable, however,
and so may next winter. We should be prepared to take
advantage of all opportunities to do desirable work of this
kind and to keep the lanes already established in condition.
To provide for the work recommended, I advise the
appropriation of $250. This, with the balance to the credit
of the account, should suffice; if circumstances do not permit
using it judiciously only such part need be spent as can be
employed to advantage.
G. R. BRIGGS.
Forester.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EEL
RIVER AND PLYMOUTH BEACH.
During a storm on the 27th of November, 1898, the bed
of Eel river was filled with sand by an overflow of the sea,
and a new outlet of the river to the ocean was made.
At the annual meeting of the town, held on the 6th day
of March, 1899, the undersigned, in compliance with a vote
of the town, were appointed by the Moderator, a committee
"to examine into the subject matter of restoring Eel river to
its recent course to the harbor and also of making a new
course for the river to the sea."
The committee thus appointed report, that, at a special
meeting of the town, held on the 12th day of August, 1902,
they made a partial report, in which they stated that in their
opinion the re-opening of the river was necessary to restore
and maintain the normal depth of water in the southerly
part of the harbor, which had been lessened by the loss of
the scouring current of an important tributary.
They further stated, that it was undesirable that the work
of reopening, which it was then thought would fall upon
the town, should be undertaken until a breakwater was built
to protect it from future overflows.
At that time a stone breakwater was in process of con-
struction on the beach by the United States government,
and the committee advised delay until it was definitely as-
certained how far south the stone barrier was to extend.
After the submission of the report, the Town, on the gen-
eral question whether the river should be reopened, or the
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outlet to the sea be continued, voted unanimously in favor
of the reopening.
At the annual meeting of 1903, the committee made an-
other report, stating- that the Chief of United States En-
gineers had decided that the appropriation under which the
stone breakwater was built was made for the protection of
Plymouth harbor, and. therefore, he would not be author-
ized to extend the work southerly any farther than the
southerly bound of the harbor.
They further stated that he had finally agreed to use
five thousand dollars ($5,000) of the unexpended appro-
priation in opening the river and building a stone bulkhead
to stop the outlet to the sea. Thus, instead of the work
of reopening the river, the work of building a breakwater to
protect the river devolved on the town.
After the submission of the report, a vote was passed au-
thorizing the committee to build a breakwater, and the Se-
lectmen were also authorized to borrow such a sum. not
exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars C$2,500), as might
be necessary to meet the cost of its construction.
The full report of the committee, to which reference may
lie had for an explanation of details, may be found im-
mediately following this report.
The committee now report that the river has been re-
opened by the United States government and a stone bulk-
head, about six hundred (600) feet in length, built to stop
the outlet to the sea. The free course of the river has, how-
ever, been somewhat obstructed by accumulations of sand,
to which the attention of the United States engineer has been
called, and which will probably be soon removed. In the
meantime, these accumulations cause no injury to the beach,
and all the water of the river finds its way either over or
around them into the harbor.
The committee also report that the breakwater which they
were authorized by the town to build, was completed dur-
ing" last autumn, extending from the southerly end of the
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stone breakwater of the U. S. government to the stone
bulkhead built to stop the outlet to the sea, and from the
southerly end of the bulkhead about three hundred (300)
feet farther south, in all nineteen hundred and ninety-one
( 1,991) feet in length, to which must be added two hundred
(200) feet of spurs and supports to the road leading on to
the beach, making a total of twenty-one hundred and ninety
one ( 2 19 1 ) feet. )
The breakwater has been built with oak posts set firmly in
the ground, from four (4) to five (5) feet apart and faced
on the easterly side with three (3) inch spruce plank thor-
oughly fastened with six (6) inch spikes, and at suitable
intervals on the westerly side, braces have been attached to
the posts leading to Dutchmen set in the ground.
To avoid leaving an opening in the breakwater and to
afford a necessary entrance to the beach, a raised road has
been constructed sufficiently high to prevent an overflow of
the sea.
The efficiency of the breakwater has been tested by three
northeast storms since its completion, in all of which with-
out suffering injury, it effectually prevented overflow.
A storm which occurred at the full of the moon on the
second day of January was especially severe and, though
attended by a high tide, not only failed to impair the integ-
rity of the breakwater, but actually benefited it by causing
an accumulation of sand.
The total cost of the work done by the committee has been
fifteen hundred and ten ($1,5.10.23) dollars and twenty-
three cents, as per the following account :
—
Amount paid for labor, $446 85
Amount paid for oak posts, 294 00
Amount paid for lumber, 763 63
Amount paid for expenses of clerk, 5 75
$1,510 23
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The committee recommend that the construction account,
under the vote of the Town passed last year, be closed and
that an appropriation of one hundred ($100) be made to be
expended by the committee in such additional spiking as
the warping of the plank may render necessary and for
other incidental repairs.
Finally the committee report that they are in correspond-
ence with the United States engineers' department and with
Hon. Wm. C. Lovering, the member of congress from this
district, which they hope may result in securing an extension
of the stone breakwater outside of that built by the com-
mittee.
ELKANAH FINNEY,
CHARLES I. LITCHFIELD,
EDW. R. MANTER,
W. S. HADAWAY,
E. W. HARLOW,
ALFRED HOLMES.
WM. T. DAVIS,
Committee.
Plymouth, January 27, 1904.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PLYMOUTH
BEACH AND EEL RIVER,
Made to the Town at the Annual Meeting of 1903,
and referred to in the foregoing Report.
The committee appointed by the Town "to examine into
the matter of restoring Eel River to its recent course to the
harbor," submit the following report:
—
In 1899 an appropriation of $75,000 was made by con-
gress for the protection of Plymouth harbor. Of this
amount the sum of $59,000 has been expended in the con-
struction on Plymouth beach of a substantial stone break-
water 10,044 feet in length, extending from a point 1,600
feet northerly of the Pavilion wharf, southerly to a point
opposite to Manter's cliff. In the belief that the work of
re-opening Eel river would fall on the Town, the committee
urged the engineers in charge of the appropriation to extend
the breakwater about 2,000 feet farther south for the pro-
tection of the river when re-opened. Up to this time they
have declined to do this, on the ground that the preliminary
survey on which the appropriation was based, only contem-
plated a protection to the Harbor, which should terminate
at the harbor's bounds. After a prolonged correspondence
with the local engineers in Boston, and an interview of a
member of the committee, with General G. S. Gillespie,
the chief of engineers in Washington, it has finally
been promised that about the sum of $5,000 shall be
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used out of the unexpended $16,000 to reopen the
river and build a stone bulkhead about 300 feet long, to stop
the present outlet to the sea. Thus the construction of about
2,000 feet of breakwater to protect the river when restored
to its old course devolves on the Town'. The beach parallel
with the river is liable at any time to be swept by the sea,
and in the opinion of the committee it would be useless to
reopen the river without a breakwater to protect it, and a
breakwater is needed not only to protect the river, but also
to protect the highway and the bridge over Eel river, which
has already been seriously menaced by recent storms. The
committee have heretofore, in a partial report, assured the
Town of the necessity of reopening the river to restore and
maintain the normal depth of water in the southerly part of
the harbor, which has already been lessened by the loss of
the scouring current of an important tributary. The Town
also at a special meeting held on the 12th of August of last
year, voted unanimously that the river ought to be reopened.
The committee do not think it either judicious or neces-
sary to ask the Town to build either a stone breakwater at a
cost of six dollars per foot, or a hog-yoke one at three dollars
per foot. They believe that a breakwater built of piles
twelve feet long, five feet apart, driven six feet into the sand,
and faced with two-inch plank well spiked, seven feet high
from a foot below the surface of the sand, will be all that is
needed. Such a breakwater will cost about a dollar per foot,
or about $2,000 for the 2,000 feet needing protection. While
the committee believe that the work can be done for this
sum, they ask the Town, in view of possible contingencies,
to authorize the Selectmen to borrow a sum not exceeding
$2,500, in anticipation of the taxes of 1904, to be paid from
the taxes of that year.
After the expenditure of $5,000 for reopening the river
and building the bulkhead to stop the present outlet to the
sea, the sum of $1 1,000 of the appropriation of $75,000 will
remain, which the engineers think will be needed to repair
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breaches at the northerly end of the beach before the passage
of another river and harbor bill, probably not before 1906.
Thus, though the engineers decline to apply any portion of
the remaining $11,000 to the construction of a breakwater
for the protection of Eel River, the whole amount of the
appropriation of $75,000 will be expended for the benefit of
Plymouth and its harbor.
WM. T. DAVIS,
For the Committee.
Plymouth, March 2, 1903.
REPORT
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PUBLICATION OF
THE TOWN RECORDS.
The Committee on the Publication of the Town Records
report that, by authority of a vote passed by the Town at
the annual meeting of 1902, they have published an edition
of five hundred copies of a third volume, covering the period
from 1743 to 1783. The volume contains, including a full
index, four hundred and eighty-one pages, and has been
completed at an estimated cost of eight hundred and twenty-
five dollars. As a further publication of the records was not
expected, and is not now advised, it was found necessary, in
order to include the Revolutionary period, to enlarge the
volume and consequently increase its cost beyond the expec-
tations of the committee. Payments so far made on its
account have been, under the vote of the Town, charged to
the contingent account, and proceeds from sales will be
credited to that account.
As the books were not received from the binders until the
close of the year, no credits will be found in the Treasurer's
report. Since the first of January of 1904 circulars have
been freely sent to libraries and individuals, to which satis-
factory responses with subscriptions have been received,
and the proceeds of sales up to the date of this report have
been paid to the Treasurer. After the subscription sales
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made under the direction of the committee have been com-
pleted, the remainder of the edition will be placed in the care
of the Town Clerk, of whom copies can be bought at two
dollars each. The records of the town for the years preced-
ing and during the Revolution, now for the first time made
easily accessible, possess a peculiar interest, and should be
owned and read by every one interested in Plymouth
history.
ARTHUR LORD,
WM. T. DAVIS,
WILLIAM W. BREWSTER,
Committee.
Plymouth, January 27, 1904.
WATER COMMISSIONERS.
JOHN W. CHURCHILL—Term expires March, 1906.
EVERETT E. SHERMAN—Term expires March, 1906.
CHARLES T. HOLMES—Term expires March 1905.
HORACE P. BAILEY—Term expires March, 1905.
JOHN H. DAMON—Term expires March 1904.
Superintendent—Arthur E. Blackmer.
Assistant Superintendent—Richard W. BagnelJL
Water Register—N. Reeves Jackson.
Engineer of Pumping Station—W. A. H. Jones.
Assistant Engineer at Pumping Station—Geo. Phillips.
All applications for water must be made at the office of
the Water Commissioners.
Superintendent's office in rear of Engine House, Main
street.
Telephone call— 119-3.
Rates payable at the Town Treasurer's office, semi-annu-
ally, in advance. May 1 and November i.
Meeting of the Commissioners to examine bills and
claims against the Department, the First Wednesday
Evening of each month.
Bills against the Department must be rendered on or
before the first Wednesday of each month, or they will lie
over until the following month.
Approved bills paid by the Town Treasurer at the Town
office.
REPORT OF WATER COMMISSIONERS
The Water Commissioners herewith submit their 49th
Annual Report:
—
RECEIPTS.
Water rates, domestic, $22,791 13
Water rates, manufacturing, L759 00
Labor and material, 1,210 20
Miscellaneous, 493 57
Bond issue, 20,023 33
Appropriation, 2,000 00
$48,277 23
EXPENDITURES.
Overdrawn balance, $1,313 54
Maintenance, 8,933 29
Pump, 2,845 °9
Bonds and interest, 12,308 90
Extension mains, 5,080 55
Extension services, 405 59
Expended at new station, 1 2,933 75
Expended at Screen well, 2,000 00
Undrawn balance, 2,456 52
$48,277 23
Salaries,
Labor,
PUMPING STATION.
$1,386 74
154 85
112
Rental, heating, lighting engineer's house, 119 03
Tools and repairs on tools, 22 63
Repairs to buildings, 19 39
Materials and supplies, 26 00
Parts and repairs to machinery, 6 47
Freight and trucking, 3 25
Fuel and light, 1,106 73
$2,845 09
MAINTENANCE.
Salaries, $2,100 00
Labor, 3,238 95
Horse hire and railroad tickets, 646 00
Fuel and light,
,34 30
Rental storehouse, 75 00
Stopcocks, gate and check valves, 900 20
Packing, duck, lead and oil, 131 83
Rubber boots, 14 25
1 1-2 inch meter, 30 00
Street Department, labor, 42 15
14-inch, 16-inch and 20-inch iron pipe at station, 833 17
Freight, express and trucking, 69 89
Fire insurance, 97 20
Stock for making pipe, 252 82
Tools, machinery and repairs to same, 108 67
Stationery, stamps and printing, 141 83
Repairs and sundries, factory and office, 57 77
Telephone. 31 29
Miscellaneous,
.
127 87
$8,933 29
BONDS.
Bond paid on issue, June 1, 1885, $2,800 00
Bond paid on issue, August 1, 1890, i«3C0 00
Bond paid on issue, February 3, 1894,
Bond paid on issue, August 1, 1894,
Bond paid on issue, October 2, 1899,
Bond paid on issue, May 1, 1900,
240 00
800 00
1,500 00
1,000 00
Total bonds paid, $7,640 00
INTEREST.
Interest paid on issue, June 1, 1885, $1,288 00
Interest paid on issue, August 1, 1890,
Interest paid on issue, February 3, 1894,
Interest paid on issue, August 1, 1894,
Interest paid on issue, October 2, 1899,
Interest paid on issue, May 1, 1901,
1,020 00
647 50
375 00
780 00
14 40
544 00
Interest paid on issue, July 1, 1903,
Total interest paid,
Bonds and interest,
$4,668 90
$12,308 90
By vote of the Town at a meeting held on January 24,
1903, your Commissioners were authorized to contract for
a new pumping station to replace the one then in use at
Patuxet Lake, and for a new pump for the high pressure
system. In accordance with this vote, Mr. Charles W.
Leavitt, Jr., of New York, was secured by the Commis-
sioners as consulting engineer, and plans were prepared by
him. The contract to build the station, according to these
plans, was awarded to Ernest L. Sampson for $10,965, his
bid being the lowest one submitted. Mr. Sampson at once
commenced building operations, and at the present time has
nearly completed his contract. Bids were submitted by
several pump manufacturers, and after careful consideration,
your Commissioners awarded the contract to the Ban*
Pumping Engine Company of Philadelphia, for although
their bid was the highest submitted, their pump was found
by the Commissioners, as well as other competent judges,
Plymouth 8
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t<: be the most serviceable and satisfactory of any consid-
ered. The pump contracted for has a capacity of 2,000,000
gallons per day, and was secured at a contract price of
$5,500. Under this contract the pump is now being in-
stalled, and the Commissioners look for an early completion
of the work.
The amount expended under the several contracts on the
new pumping station and pump are as follows :
—
Ernest L. Sampson, on account, $8,000 00
Charles W. Leavitt, Jr., on account, 500 00
Barr Pumping Engine Company, on account, 2,750 OO
Charles River Iron Works, for boiler, 834 00
Charles River Iron Works, for tank 580 00
Charles River Iron Works, for uptake, 269 75
$12,933 75
During the year the Commissioners have installed new
pipes in the following streets. River street, 3,654 feet 6-inch;
Atlantic street. 864 feet 4-inch; Ocean avenue, 626 feet 2-
inch; Cherry street. 413 feet 4-inch: Lewis court, 242 feet
4-inch ; street on Saverv's land, Standi sh avenue, 140 feet
4-inch; at the pumping station, 180 feet 20-inch; at a cost
of $5,080.55.
The Commissioners would recommend that the sum of
$1,000 be appropriated by the Town for the extension of the
system in new streets.
We attach herewith the report of the State Board of
Health upon an analysis of the water supply of the Town.
The samples for analysis were taken from Great and Little
South and Lout Ponds, from the high and low service reser-
voirs, from two low service taps in the centre of the Town,
—ii5—
and from two high service taps on the outskirts. All sam-
ples were collected the same day.
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN W. CHURCHILL,
H. P. BAILEY,
CHARLES T. HOLMES,
JOHN H. DAMON.
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Reply of the State Board of Health to an application from
the Board of Water Commissioners for advice in relation to
the quality of the water supplied to the Town of Plymouth,
under the provisions of Section 117 of Chapter 75, of the
Revised Laws of Massachusetts.
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Office of the State Board of Health,
State House, Boston,
February 4, 1904.
To the Board of Water Commissioners of the Town of
Plymouth :
—
Gentlemen : In response to the request from your office
received January 11, for an examination of the water of
Great South, Little South and Lout Ponds, which you state
is at present affected by a bad taste and odor, and advice as
to its quality, the Board has caused the sources mentioned
to be examined and samples of their waters to be analyzed.
The results of the analyses show that the offensive taste
and odor of the water at the present time are due to the
presence of the organism Uroglena in the waters of Little
South and Lout Ponds.
The cause of the appearance of this organism in water
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is not known, and the Board knows of no practicable method
of preventing its appearance and growth in the waters of
ponds and reservoirs used as sources of public water supply.
Water containing this organism is not known to be danger-
ous to health if used for drinking, but the offensive fishy and
oily odor which the organism imparts to water frequently
renders it unfit for this purpose.
In response to an application from the Water Commis-
sioners of Plymouth in 1895 for advice as to the best method
of preventing the objectionable conditions resulting from
the presence of this organism in the water supply of Ply-
mouth, and of improving the quality of the water, the
Board advised that the conditions in the vicinity of the
ponds from which your present supply is drawn appear to
be favorable for obtaining water freely from the ground by
means of wells or filter galleries, and advised that you make
an investigation as to the practicability of obtaining a water
supply for the Town by this plan and avoid the direct use
of water from the ponds. A copy of this communication is
enclosed herewith.
The Board would again advise that you investigate the
practicability of securing a supply of ground water for the
Town and avoid the frequent trouble from offensive tastes
and odors in the water supply of the Town resulting from
the presence in the water of Uroglena and other organisms.
By order of the Board,
SAM'L W. ABBOTT, Secretary.
SUMMARY OF STATISTICS.
PLYMOUTH (MASS.) WATER WORKS.
Published by request of the New England Water Works Association.
Population by census of 1900: 10,000.
Date of construction: 1855.
By whom owned : Town.
Source of supply: Great and Little South Ponds and
Lout Pond.
Mode of supply : Gravity for low service, and pumping
for high service.
PUMPING.
1. Builders of pumping machinery: Worthington.
2. Coal: (b) ) Bituminous ; (d) Brand, various; (e}
$5.50 per gross ton.
4. Total fuel, 467,660 pounds.
5. Total water pumped, 165,597,696 gallons.
6. Average static head, 65 feet.
7. Average dynamic head, 73 feet.
8. Number of gallons pumped per pound of coal, 354.09.
9. Duty of pump, 21,557,607.
— 1 18
—
COST OF PUMPING FIGURED ON PUMPING
STATION EXPENSES, VIZ.: $2,845.09.
10. Per million gallons against dynamic head into direct
pipe, $17.18.
11. Per million gallons raised one foot high (dynamic),
$0.22.
COST OF PUMPING FIGURED ON TOTAL
MAINTENANCE, VIZ.: $11,778.38.
12. Per million gallons raised against dynamic head into
direct pipe, $71.12.
13. Per million gallons raised one foot high (dynamic),
$0.97.
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DISTRIBUTION.
1. Kind of pipe used: Wrought iron, cement-lined;
wrought iron on Beach.
2. Sizes, from 2-inch to 20-inch.
3. Extended, 5,935 feet.
4. Discontinued, 4,654 feet.
5. Total now in use, 45 miles and 4,240 feet.
6. Cost to repair per mile, $10.90.
7. Number of leaks per mile, 1.20.
8. Small distribution pipes, less than four inches: Total
length 10 miles and 1,148 feet.
9. Hydrants added, 7; discontinued, 1.
10. Number now in use, 158 public, and 35 private.
11. Stop gates added, 13: discontinued, 3.
12. Number now in use, 471.
13. Small stop gates, less than four inches, total, 136.
14. Number of blow-offs, 37.
SERVICES.
16. Kind of pipe: Lead and cement-lined.
17. From one-half inch to four-inch.
18. Extended, 616.0 feet.
20. Total now in use, 6 miles and 1,908 feet.
21. Service taps added, 67.
22. Number now in use, 2.1 10.
23. Average length of service, 9.2 feet.
24. Average cost of service, $6.05.
27. Motors and elevators added, none.
28. Number now in use, 1 motor.
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REPORT OF THE COLLECTOR OF WATER
RATES.
Gentlemen : I hereby submit the annual report of the
Collector's Department of the water works, for the year
1903.
The Collector is charged as follows
—
Arrears,
^ $1,544 80
Water rates, 2 5 ,749 57
Labor and material, 1,629 36
Miscellaneous, 249 66
$29,173 39
Cr.
Abatements, $344 46
Uncollected labor and material, 419 16
Uncollected rates, 87
Total collections, 26,253 90
$29,173 39
Water is supplied to 2,146 families; 1,223 water closets;
532 bath tubs; 107 stores, offices and shops; 142 stables; 466
horses; 101 cows; 17 urinals; 4 cemeteries; 10 engines; 10
fish and meat markets; 1 water motor; 4 bakeries; 3 laun-
dries; 4 banks; 7 churches; 10 manufacturies; 2 photograph
saloons; 4 saloons; 10 hotels and boarding houses; 3 hot
houses; 3 printing offices; 5 public halls; 2 banquet rooms;
1 billiard room; 2 cigar manufactories; 289 hose; gas
works; N. Y., N. H. & H. railroad engines; 2 electric
plants; woolen mills and County buildings; public Town
buildings ; and watering streets.
Yours respectfully,
N. REEVES JACKSON,
Collector of Water Rates.
SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.
To the Board of Water Commissioners :
—
Gentlemen : I herewith submit the annual report of the
Superintendent of the Plymouth Water Works, for the year
ending December 31, 1903.
Account of pipe laid by vote of Water Commissioners for
year ending December 31.
Where Laid. LENGTH SIZE TOTAL
FT. IN. COST.
Ocean Ave.—For Lahey Bros., 626 2 $206.81
River St., 3654 6 2,578.20
Cherry St. (Extension), 413 4 234.86
Savery's New Street,—West Standish Ave., 140 4 94.85
Atlantic St.—To house of N. S. Holmes, 860 4 474.61
Lewis Court, 242 4 143.60
5935 $3,732.93
Pumping Station, 16 and 20 in., 1,347.62
$5,080.55
The following distribution pipe has been discontinued:
4,654 feet of 2-inch pipe on River street.
GATES DISCONTINUED.
Three 2-inch gates on River street.
SERVICE PIPES. '
Sixty-seven new service pipes have been laid at a cost of
$405.S9-
All takers from old 2-inch pipe on River street have been
changed to new 6-inch pipe at a cost of $134.63.
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NEW WATER TAKERS.
Ninety-one families, 185 water closets, 79 bath tubs, 32
hose attachments, 1 1 laundry tubs, 2 stores, 1 greenhouse.
LEAKS.
Fifty-four leaks have been repaired in main and distribu-
tion pipes at a cost of $496.81.
LABOR.
Extensions, $1,159 09
Services, 125 48
Making pipe, 278 35
Pumping station, i54 85
Laying new pipe, pumping station. 335 00
All other labor. 3*238 95
$5,291 72
Received for labor, $648 75
Received, shutting-off services, 61 50
$710 25
Net cost of labor, $4<58i 47
WATER FOR STREET SPRINKLING.
The Water Department 'has furnished water for street
sprinkling the past season to 21 standpipes, 15 of which are
on the high service, and 6 on the low service.
The total amount of water used for street sprinkling, as
accurately as could be determined from records of loads
taken by the drivers of the watering carts, was 5,115,000
gallons. By a simple proportion we obtain the probable
amount used from the high service as 3,653,000 gallons.
It is the intention of the Street Department to erect two
additional standpipes on the high service the coming season,
and 4,000,000 gallons is probably a fair estimate of the
—124
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amount of water that will be used. At 15 cents per 1,000
gallons this water would cost $600, and the Water Depart-
ment is justly entitled to an appropriation for this amount.
HYDRANTS.
Number of public hydrants on high service, 122
Number of public hydrants on low service, . 36
Number of private hydrants, 35
Total number of hydrants available, 193
STOCK AND TOOLS ON HAND.
Inventory at shop and storehouse, $3,000 00
Inventory of pumping station, 1,150 OO
Furniture, stationery, office, 350 00
$4,500 00
—125—
SCHEDULE.
Showing the number of feet of each size pipe and number
and size of gates.
Size
in
Inches. LENGTH of
pipe in ft.
No.
of
Gates.
No.
of
Check
Valves.
•No.
of
Air
Cocks.
No.
of
10
inch
Blow-
offs.
No.
of
6-inch
Blow-offs.
No.
of
4-
inch
Blow-offs.
No.
of
2-lnch
Blow-offs.
No.
Hydrants.
20 190.0 1 1
16 7,515.0 2 1
14 8,252.0 6 1 8 1 2
12 11,203.5 29 5 2 15
10 34,275.0 54 2 8 1 3 30
8 4,799.0 13 2 10
6 30,712.0 58 5 3 3 32
4 90,946.0 173 7 3 3 7 65
3 9,262.0 19 1 1 2
2 42,361.5 8 3 5 2
1 1,352.0 7
3-4 973.0 2
241,841.0 471 3 37 2 9 8 18 158
Respectfully submitted,
A. E. BLACKMER. Superintendent.
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ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
FOR THE YEAR
I9O3.
SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
Increase Robinson, 1904
Frank H. Perkins, 1904
J. Holbrook Shaw, • 1906
William S. Kyle, 1906
Arthur E. Lewis, 1905
Elizabeth Thurber, 1905
Chairman, William. S. Kyle.
Secretary, Elizabeth Thurber.
The committee meet regularly at their rooms in Town
square on the first and third Wednesdays of each month at
7 P- m-
Superintendent of Schools, Francis J. Heavens.
Office hours, 4 to 5 p. m., each school day.
Truant Officer, A. W. Hogan.
CALENDAR FOR 1904.
Winter term began Monday, Jan. 4, 1904.
Summer term begins Monday, April 4, 1904.
School year ends Friday, June 24, 1904.
Fall term begins Tuesday, Sept. 6, 1904.
REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
FOR YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, 1903.
Financial Summary.
Credited this department
—
Appropriation for general school purposes, $37,500 00
Interest Murdock fund, 18 25
Books sold, 35 75
Unexpended balance, Oak Street building, 60 24
Appropriated for heating and ventilation,
Cornish school building, 1,500 OO
$39,114 24
Overdraft, 1,428 13
$40,542 37
Expenditures
—
Salaries, $26,928 35
Janitors, 2,716 69
Truant officer, 100 00
Fuel, 3,470 51
Books and supplies, 1,676 67
Repairs, 2,810 83
Transportation, 645 88
Freight and carting, 133 55
Printing, 76 45
School furniture and furnishing, 298 22
Plymouth 9
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Building supplies, 109 80
Incidentals, 275 02
Heating and ventilating appara-
tus, Cornish school building, on
account, 1,300 40
$40,542 37
* * * *
A comparison of the above with last year's financial
statement will show that an increase in the item of fuel alone
more than accounts for the overdraft of $1,428.13. There
were minor increases in other items, and a notable decrease
of nearly $1,100 in the expense for books and supplies. The
year's figures for this item cannot, however, be regarded as
a normal outlay, as its annual average for the past six years
is more than a thousand dollars greater. The committee
knew that an overdraft was impending, and wishing to keep
it as small as possible, deferred purchases that would have
brought this item of books and supplies up to the average
outlay therefor.
The heating and ventilating system at the Cornish school
building, for which $1,500 was appropriated, cost $1,626.
The final payment of 325.60 is yet to be made.
* * * *
At the beginning of the fall term it was found that many
more children were entitled to admission than our school
rooms could accommodate. The congestion, while greatest
at the north, was a serious problem at the centre of the
Town also. An increase of pupils was, of course, expected,
keeping pace with our constantly expanding population.
Your committee was aware that more school room would
soon be needed, and in its last report so informed the Town.
It was hoped, however, that adjustments could be made that
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would provide for the expected increase for another year.
An addition of 120 children to the September enrollment
made that impossible, however, and after providing for as
many as could be cared for by transfers, even to the extent
of overcrowding-, it was necessary to open a new school.
The Sever street church building was secured (the only
available place suitably located) and fifty pupils were
installed there under Miss O'Brien. These temporary expe-
dients were far from satisfactory, however, and, in order to
secure relief as soon as possible, plans for new buildings at
both the North and the Centre were secured and articles pro-
viding for their construction inserted in the warrant for a
special Town meeting called in December. The facts set
forth above were duly presented to "the committee of
fifteen" prior to that meeting, as required by the Town, and
their indorsement of our plan for two new buildings asked
for. A few hours before that Town meeting the report that
a large Parochial school would shortly be established at the
North was confirmed by direct and positive evidence such
as your committee could not disregard. It was believed that
such an institution would probably draw from the public
schools to such an extent that the need of a new building in
that section would, for a time at least, be obviated. Under
these circumstances a sense of duty to the taxpayers led us
to ask at that time only for the building needed at the centre
of the town, as this could be made to provide for both
sections for a short time while awaiting developments as to
the Parochial school. For reasons that need not be reviewed
in this report, your committee's recommendations were not
adopted, the Town at that meeting directing them instead
to submit plans, specifications and estimates for considera-
tion at the annual meeting. That vote has been complied
with and the subject again awaits the town's considerate
action.
* * * *
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Relative to school needs at the North, the committee is
now of the opinion that the prospect of a Parochial school
is too remote to warrant delaying longer the relief needed
for its overcrowded schools, and local provision for such of
its pupils as are now assigned to the centre of the Town.
Your committee, therefore, urge the immediate construction
of a four-room addition to the Frederick N. Knapp building,
which the dimensions of its recently enlarged lot now make
possible without undue reduction of the playground. The
location is convenient for the grades to be provided for, and
this scheme not only saves the outlay for a lot but will make
the cost of construction, as well as the running expense of
heating and care, considerably less than would be required
for a building of the same capacity located elsewhere. A
reference to the plan now at the Town house will show a
convenient arrangement of the rooms, full provision for all
the hygienic requirements, and an exterior of pleasing out-
line and proportion. The adoption of this plan would cost
the Town at least two thousand dollars less than a suitable
four-room building elsewhere, besides the expense of a lot,
while the annual cost of maintenance would be at least
three hundred dollars less than that of a separate building.
The estimated cost of this addition, including heating
apparatus and sanitaries, is $11,500. The plan has the
approval of the State authorities.
>J{ 5{C s(«
If the Town does not adopt the above recommendation,
but prefers a separate building and a different location, two
lots, ample in size and convenient in location, can be secured.
One is part of the land now or formerly owned by Mr. C. J.
Stegmaier, situated on the easterly side of Court Street, near
Castle Street. It has a frontage of 80 feet and runs back
in a gradual slope about 380 feet. The price asked is $1,400.
The other location is on Standish Avenue, near Cherry
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Street, being part of the estate of Mr. H. Reidle This is
a practically level lot, 127 feet on the avenue and 293 feet
deep. It can be bought for $1,800. A depth of 200 feet,
with same frontage, is offered at $1,400. Very little, if any,
grading would be needed upon this land, while the Court
Street lot would require an outlay of several hundred dollars
for grading and drainage, owing to its situation and slope.
* * * *
We again urge the pressing need of a new school building
at the centre of the Town. This is required for the relief
of overcrowded rooms and to provide for twenty-five pupils
of that district now at Sever Street, and for nearly as many
others now being transferred. In the matter of a suitable
lot the committee finds itself limited to a choice between two
locations, one being the Town lot on South Russell Street,
the other on the corner of Allerton and Clifton Streets,
which, however, the owner is unwilling to sell for school
purposes. This lot is 107 feet by 94, and is assessed for
$1,800. It can, of course, be taken for school purposes if
the Town decides to do so, but as it is less desirable than the
Russell Street lot, both in size and situation, and would cost
considerably more, your committee prefers the latter and
recommends its selection for the proposed building.
We appreciate and share the reluctance to reduce a play-
ground, even to make room for a school building, and we
therefore urge the taking or purchase of a part of the estate
adjoining the town lot on Russell Street which will add
about 3,500 feet more to the playground than the proposed
building will require. This adjoining land contains 6,650
square feet and is offered at $1,500, cleared of the small
building now standing thereon. Placed on any part of this
town lot the schoolhouse would be farther away from other
buildings than would be possible anywhere else in the com-
pact district it is to serve; the exterior risk of fire would
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therefore be extremely remote, while its proximity to other
schools would lessen the expense for care and secure desir-
able advantages besides. Complete plans of a four-room
building proposed for this lot are now at the Town house.
Its estimated cost is $13,500.
* * * *
The heating system at the High School building has now
become insufficient to meet the requirements of comfort and
health, except in moderate weather. The transfer of the
ninth grade to that building made necessary the constant
use of all the rooms and it is now difficult, if not impossible,
to secure a healthful degree of heat throughout the whole
building, particularly in such long continued cold weather
as we have had the present winter. The addition of a small
steam boiler would warm the halls and anterooms and obvi-
ate the present forcing which furnaces weakened by a dozen
years of constant use are not in condition to endure much
longer. The sanitaries at this building are also giving out
and will soon need extensive repairs, if not entire recon-
struction. The system installed at this schoolhouse is
never used where access can be had to a sewer. It probably
would not have been adopted here if drainage had then been
at hand. It is expensive to maintain, coal fires being con-
stantly required for ventilation when the heating furnaces
are not in use, and the necessary renewal will be so costly
that in the judgment of your committee it would be wise
economy to abandon the system altogether and replace it
with some of the simple modern methods connected with the
sewer. This change would also remove the rank ofifensive-
ndss peculiar to the present system, which at times is an
unbearable nuisance to the neighborhood. Repairs are being
made at small expense which may obviate for a short time
the need of radical changes, but provision for both the heat-
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ing and sanitary needs of this building will probably have
to be made by another year.
* * * *
Fire insurance on the High School building, and fixtures
therein, is carried to the amount of $23,000. All but $3,000
of this will expire in a few months. The expense of renewal
will exceed $300, and will, as heretofore, have to be paid
from the regular appropriation for schools. These policies,
which run for three years, are written at a reduced rate and
therefore contain the eighty per cent, clause. This makes
the Town a co-insurer with the companies on any valuation
above $28,750. The present committee did not arrange this
insurance; it has simply continued it, believing that to be
the purpose of the Town. This is the only property insured
by the Town and unless instructed otherwise the committee
must assume that no change of policy is desired in this
matter.
* * * *
Several study classes were organized in December, giving
opportunity for special work to such teachers and others as
cared to benefit thereby. These classes are being maintained
four evenings each week at the school committee's rooms,
under the direction of the Superintendent, the arrangement
being as follows, viz. :
—
Monday, English Literature, conducted by Miss May
Southgate.
Tuesday, History, conducted by Miss Lucia Bartlett.
Wednesday, German, conducted by Miss Mary E. Booth.
Friday, Current Topics, conducted by Mr. Kenney.
These classes are so interesting that the full capacity of
the rooms is required to provide for those attending. The
committee wish to thank most cordially the teachers and
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others above named for the valuable service voluntarily and
gratuitously given to this helpful educational work.
* * * *
During the past year three illustrated lectures upon birds ,
were given to crowded audiences at the High School by
Mr. William Rogers Lord, an author and lecturer of note,
two being afternoon talks to the younger children, the other
an evening lecture to the older pupils and the public. Such
lectures 'ire not merely entertaining; they cannot fail to be
far-reaching in educational and moral influence upon the
impressionable natures of the young.
Several evening addresses by prominent educators are
now being arranged for and will soon be given at the High
School, to teachers and the public generally, upon subjects
of educational interest and value. No part of the expense
of these lectures is taken from the school appropriation, the
Town's contribution being merely a small outlay for gas-
light, and the use of the school building.
^ ^ >K if:
Most of our schoolhouse interiors, particularly those of
the lower grades, are sadly bare of adornment; mere orna-
mentation is not meant, but the adornment that has a refin-
ing influence upon the aesthetic side of child nature. A few
good pictures, suggestive and pleasing in subject, some of
the excellent portrait-prints of famous persons the children
learn about, and other attractive objects appropriate for such
a place, would brighten and refine the school room and have
an educational influence and effect upon the sense of the
beautiful that is dormant but responsive in many a little
one's nature. Your committee would be glad to supply this
need if means were at hand, but they do not feel warranted
in using for such a purpose any part of the regular appro-
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priation. Here is an excellent opportunity for some public
spirited citizen to establish a fund (it might bear the donor's
name or perpetuate some worthy memory), the income of
which shall be devoted to the appropriate adornment of our
school rooms. This would add a new element of interest
and charm and abiding value to our educational work, and
few objects into which money can be transmuted are more
worthy of consideration than such as make our schools more
attractive and enhance the effect and influence of their
work.
* * * *
The unrelieved barrenness of most of our school grounds
also appeals strongly to that finer sense of value and fitness
that is not satisfied to limit its interest to the utilities alone.
In the case of new buildings, where grading is necessary,
part of the appropriation may legitimately be used upon the
grounds, but no part of the annual appropriation for schools
can be spared for such a purpose, even if it could be so used
with propriety.
A little grading and sodding, and the setting out of a few
well selected shrubs and flowers, would transform this dis-
creditable aspect of most of our school grounds into such
attractive conditions as betoken a thoughtful good taste.
This is work that in most cases the pupils themselves might
be led to do with a great deal of pleasure. Resourceful
teachers will see in this suggestion an opportunity to awaken
in the minds of their pupils an interest and pride in the sur-
roundings of their schools; and such teachers will readily
find ways to organize and direct that interest in the practical
work required. In the case of the older pupils the work
suggested would be a fine exercise of the civic spirit that
prompts to willing and glad service for the public good;
and the inculcation of this spirit may well be a part of our
public school training. In the lowest grades little more
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could perhaps be done, without assistance, than the planting
of a few flowers, but even that could be correlated with the
school work and made a source of pleasure as well as of per-
petual interest and profit to the children.
* * * *
The business of the school department relates it more or
less closely to almost every home in the community. It has
therefore, many problems to consider which in the nature
of things cannot be solved without some friction or criti-
cism or occasional faultfinding. Notwithstanding this, it is
the constant endeavor of your committee to give to every
detail of its duty a conscientious, impartial and considerate
service; having at heart not only the interests and welfare
of the schools as a whole, but at the same time a desire and
purpose to impose no burden upon the tax payer that is not
demanded by necessity, suggested by economy, or justified
by the general good of our schools. We are asking this
year for a comparatively large appropriation, but in our
judgment every dollar of it is necessary, and we trust the
Town does not need the assurance that whatever is placed
in our hands will be spent judiciously.
* * * *
Two additional teachers became necessary and have
recently been added to the rolls; at least three more will be
required for the new schools, already referred to, which it
is believed the Town will see the imperative need of supply-
ing. This with increased janitor service, and additional
expense of maintenance, makes it clear to your committee
that $40,000 will be required to run the schools next year,
and that sum is respectfully asked for.
* * * *
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The report of the Superintendent of Schools, which fol-
lows, contains observations and suggestions of value with
which your committee are in full accord. It will be read
with interest by all those who have a thoughtful regard for
whatever concerns the welfare of our public schools.
Respectfully submitted,
WM. S. KYLE
,
ELIZABETH THURBER,
J. HOLBROOK SHAW,
FRANK H. PERKINS,
INCREASE ROBINSON,
ARTHUR E. LEWIS.
Plymouth, Mass., Feb. 15, 1904.
SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
To the School Committee of Plymouth—
The past year has been an uneventful one to the schools.
Nothing lias come to seriously interfere with quiet, success-
ful work. Crowded school rooms in some localities have
been a disturbing factor in some schools, and will continue
to be increasingly so until more school room is provided.
There has been an increased number of pupils over last year,
and a larger corps of teachers. While there has been an
increased expenditure for the support of schools, the expense
for each pupil in the average membership has remained
about the same.
The school census, which was taken according to law last
September, gave the following returns :
—
Number of children between the ages of 5 and 15 years
—
Boys, 837
Girls, 818
Total, 1,655
Number of children between 7 and 14 years
—
Boys, 518
Girls, 5 12
Total, 1.030
This shows an increase over last year of more than 100
children of school age, and of 120 children between the ages
of 7 and 14 years—the age when children must, by law, be
in school.
—re-
present number of pupils enrolled, i,727
Number of school buildings in use. 26
Number of school rooms in use, including- High School, 49
Number of teachers regularly employed. 51
High School. 6
Grammar Schools, 14
Primary Schools, 26
Ungraded Schools, 5
Total. 51
Special teachers, one each in music, drawing
and Sloyd. 3
54
ATTENDANCE.
To meet the requirements of the State Board of Educa-
tion the following statistics cover the period of the school
year from September to July, T902-IQ03:
—
Whole number of pupils enrolled for the year, T
-774
Number under 7 years of age, 325
Number between 7 and 14 years, 1,230
Number between 14 and 15 years, 83
Number over t
^
years, 136
1774
Average membership of all the schools, I ^5§7
Average daily attendance, !,447
Per cent, of attendance, 91.3
Number days absence of pupils, 28,288
Number cases of tardiness. 5
,
568
Number of dismissals before close of school session, 1,356
Number of cases of truancy reported by teachers, 76
Number of days of teachers' absence from school, 154
Number of visits made by Superintendent, 948
The number of children enrolled in school at the present
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time is 1,727, with fifty-one teachers, who are housed in
twenty-six different school buildings, besides a small school
at the Gurnet. The number 1,727 takes no account of those
children of school age for whom accommodations have to be
provided, but who, for some reason, were absent when the
enrolment was taken.
The whole number enrolled for the year was an increase
of about four per cent, over the number for the preced-
ing year, with a like increase in the average membership. A
somewhat larger corresponding number in the average daily
attendance made a slight gain in the per cent, of attendance
as compared with the figures of last year.
Dissatisfaction with the evidences of irregularity of
attendance at school finds expression in the school reports
of most communities. Notwithstanding the high estimation
in which the people everywhere hold their schools, there is
a widespread failure to secure through them the habit of
punctuality and regularity of attendance of pupils, in spite
of the persistent efforts of teachers and school officers to
this end. These efforts are rendered futile by many
parents who fail to appreciate the virtue of punctual
and regular attendance of their children at school
or any where else. They shield them from any
serious work, and practically deprive them of the real pleas-
ure of meeting and overcoming difficulties, through fear lest
they be over-worked or meet some disagreeable task, or be
required to do something which needs prolonged, persistent
effort for its accomplishment. Such children soon become
helpless and. hopeless cases in the schools which they attend.
The schools on their part are not faultless in this matter.
Instead of meeting the issue of irregular attendance squarely,
they temporize too much, hoping these conditions may
change. They are trying various expedients to meet the
cases of careless or indifferent parents, and to show a better
attendance record. That the children may be rested, the
vacations are made long; that the children may not be in
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school during the warm season, the schools are closed a
fourth of the year; if a circus or a fair or a street parade
comes, there is no school; if the temperature is high, the
schools are closed; if it is low, there is no session; if a storm
comes, the signal is given to keep the school doors closed
against all who come. Every outside interest, event or con-
dition is readily construed into sufficient reason for closing
the schools. Is it any wonder that children soon learn, under
such circumstances, to regard school work as something else
than a serious undertaking? They soon find, sometimes by
sad experience, that the world's successful work is conducted
upon different lines, and that little success can come to them
unless they base their efforts on different principles from
those they found in use at school. No principles should be
allowed to control in school work and life other than those
which obtain and lead to real and substantial success in every
other form of active work; and any school officials who
resort to popular expedients which lead children to believe
that one rule of life belongs to the school and another to the
world outside the school, are doing a moral wrong to the
children placed under their charge.
It will be a distinct help to the children if they learn by
experience that the public will not tolerate the closing of the
schools or the interruption of their work for any slight
reason; if they find that the school officials co-operate to this
end by keeping the schools open every school day ; that it is
regarded as a serious breach of duty on the part of janitor,
teacher or superintendent if through any negligence or
ignorance of either of these the schools are not ready at the
proper time to receive pupils ; if, in brief, they find their
school work and life controlled by the same principles which
control every other condition in life.
We have made a slight gain in regularity of attendance
during the year covered by this report, but not so great a
gain as was hoped for or as we had a right to expect. The
figures showing the attendance in the outside schools where
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the roads are. for some part of the year, nearly impassable,
unfavorably affect the figures representing the attendance
record of the other schools; but making allowance for this,
we are not doing in this matter all that we can. The careless
and indifferent parent and pupil are with us as with other
schools, and we have not found the remedy for removing
their indifference. But we cannot be charged writh aiding to
continue this indifference or to hide its presence by using
any of the popular expedients to which many communities
resort. There are few days in term time that the schools
are not open, whatever be the wind or weather. Our record,
such as it is, has been won by honest endeavor, and we hope
to make it better on the same lines.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
The items given below are based upon the expenditure for
school purposes during the financial year 1903. The finan-
cial and attendance periods are not therefore identical, but
since each covers a full year, the one period being only a
little in advance of the other, the returns they furnish are
fairly reliable.
1. Assessed valuation of real and personal
property in Plymouth, May 1, 1903, $9,116,574
2. Per cent, of valuation expended for cur-
rent expenses of schools in 1903, -00399
3. Expense per pupil on average membership, $22.99
4. Expense per pupil on same for schools
of State, 1902-1903, 27.30
5. Expense per pupil on average member-
ship on total expenditure for schools
in 1 902- 1 903, $24.77
6. State average on same basis, 1902, 3°- 23
7. Average monthly wages of men teachers
in Plymouth in 1903, $ IT 7-50
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8. Average monthly wages paid men teach-
ers of the State, $145.27
9. Average monthly wages of women
teachers in Plymouth in 1903, 43-12
10. Same paid women teachers in the
State, 1902-1903, - $54.61
In this statement the items are based upon the average
membership of the schools, 1,587. Items 2 and 3 are based
upon the whole amount ($40,542.37) which the Committee
have spent, less the cost of repairs ($2,810.83), and new
heating apparatus ($1,300.40). The items which make up
this amount are payments for salaries, transportation, fuel
and care of schoolhouses, text-books and supplies, inciden-
tals. The sum thus expended ($36,431.14) is by act of the
Legislature, to be regarded as the current expense of the
schools, and is the sum to be certified to the State authorities
as having been raised by taxation and expended "for the
support of the public schools." This sum shows an average
expense of $22.99 for each child in the average membership
of the schools.
SCHOOL ACCOMMODATIONS.
Crowded school rooms at the North and at the Center of
the town have interfered with the school work in those local-
ities. We have tried to make conditions better by transfer-
ring from crowded rooms in one school to other schools of
the same grade where there was available room; but not
enough vacant desks were found in other schools to accom-
modate well all who needed to be transferred; and as in
each case, except one, the crowded rooms were those where
small children attend, the transferring in many instances
"has caused some hardship, and resulted in irregular at-
tendance and unsatisfactory work.
The School Census taken in September showed an in-
crease over the figures of the preceding year, of 100 in the
Plymouth 10
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number of children between the ages of five and fifteen
years, and an increase of 120 of those between the ages of
seven and fourteen years. Nearlv all this increase is found
at the North end, and at the Center of the town. It is like-
ly that there will be at least an equal increase in the number
of pupils before any additional school accommodations can
become available. There seems, therefore, to be an im-
mediate need of providing additional school accommoda-
tions for more than 200 children, including those who are
not now provided for. The Knapp School is the natural
center of the increased and increasing number of children at
the North. It is therefore the most convenient place for
enlarged school accommodations. The lot which was late-
ly purchased by the town in the rear of the Knapp School
offers ample opportunity to make a four-ropm addition to
that building, and still leave a good-sized playground in the
rear of the school.
Incidentally, the building of such an addition would be
cheaper by several thousands of dollars than constructing a
new building giving the same room elsewhere, and it would
be much more economical to maintain it. When school ex-
penses are increasing as they are in Plymouth, this saving
is at least worth consideration. However, this plan is not
urged principally for a financial reason, but because exper-
ience amply proves that consolidation of schools results in
better schools at a less expense. A reasonable number of
schools together insures more regular attendance of pupils,
better grading, a more reasonable number of pupils to a
teacher, closer supervision and better teaching,—all of which
are important elements in the making of better schools.
More school room is a,s much needed at the center of the
town as at the North. Several rooms here are crowded, and
there is no way of relieving them until additional school ac-
commodations are provided. As the Knapp School is a
natural school center at the North, so is the point where the
Burton and Cornish schools are located on Russell Street a
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natural school center for that locality. It is the most con-
venient place at which children coming from south of Cold
Spring and north of Training Green can be accommodated.
Additional school room is needed for children living in that
area. If a new school house is built, it would be most ser-
viceable if located in the immediate vicinity of the Burton
and Cornish Schools. Besides being in the center of the
area to be accommodated, its nearness to the other school
buildings, each of them small, would allow us to arrange
classes to better advantage, to provide school apparatus more
economically, and do the regular school work more efficient-
ly. The same good reasons for consolidation of schools
on Russell Street exist as at the Knapp School.
PRIMARY SCHOOLS.
Children five years old, or who will reach that age be-
fore the end of the fourth week of school, are admitted to
the primary schools during the first four weeks of the fall
term only, if they have never before attended school. Chil-
dren competent to enter existing classes are admitted at any
time in the district where rhey live, if there is room; other-
wise, they are sent to the nearest school where there is room.
The number of pupils enrolled in all the schools at pres-
ent is 1,727. Of this number 971, a little over 56 per cent,
are in the primary schools, grades one to four inclusive, dis-
tributed in twenty-five school rooms, making an average
number of thirty-nine pupils to each teacher. This repre-
sents the extremes of nine pupils at Wellingslev and fifty-
four at two or three schools at the North.
Most of the primary school buildings are conveniently lo-
cated; few of the children attending them have a long dis-
tance to travel. It has been in these schools, especiallv. that
a crowded condition has existed the past year, making it
necessary, because of insufficient accommodations, that some
teachers should have unusually large classes. This condi-
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tion, together with the irregular attendance which naturally
comes in all schools of small children, has limited the amount
of work which these schools have done. When it is
difficult to find room for all children who wish to at-
tend school, it would work no harm to the chil-
dren excluded if the time of entrance were set at
six years of age instead of at five. The law does not
require that children attend school until seven years old.
Little is gained in communities where kindergarten training
is not provided, in sending children to school at the early
age of five years. Especially when school room is limited, it
would contribute to the efficiency of the work attempted if
children were admitted to school a year later, and the time,
room and money now used for the younger children used
for the smaller number who would then enter school. In
most cases, there would be no loss to children coming to
school at the later age if they found, on their admission, am-
ple school room and efficient teaching. But the custom of
allowing children to enter school at five years of age having
been established, it is very unlikely that any later time of
admission will be conceded. The earlier time of admis-
sion has an obvious advantage for many children, and it will
probably be continued. Since this is so, it is the obvious
duty of the community to provide ample school room, con-
veniently located, and to see that the work attempted in these
schools shall be suited to the age and capacity of the chil-
dren.
The plan of having at least two grades in each school
room has so long prevailed here that it has proved difficult
to change it. On the whole, a teacher can do better work
with a class of forty pupils of one grade, than she can with
two grades, having the same number of pupils. The change
to one grade classes has been made in all but four or five
schools. When additional school room is provided we hope
the location of the new buildings will make it possible to
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organize all schools in the town so that there will be but
one grade in each room.
No change in the outline of work for the primary schools
has been made during the past year; but we believe that
some change is desirable, especially in the work for the
first three grades. Competent judges are coming to be-
lieve more and more that our number work is besrun too
early; that instruction in this subject would be more ef-
fective if deferred until the child is six or seven vears of
age, or even older. We may to advantage leave out the
formalities of number work, spelling and writing, and, in
the first year, the formalities of reading; and find more time,
especially during the first and second years, for telling and
reading to children stories of world-wide interest, and for
exercises which shall develop in them a closer sympathy with
the natural world about them. There is good reason to be-
lieve that at no period of a child's growth is the educative
and refining influence of life in its actual forms
or as portrayed by good literature in poem and story, so ef-
fective as during the first two or three years of school life.
During that period our school plans should be those which
permit so potent an influence to do its perfect work.
GRAMMAR SCHOOLS.
The Grammar schools include grades 5 to 9. The number
enrolled in these schools at present is 542, about 33 per cent,
of the total school enrollment. They occupy 14 school
rooms, making an average number of 40 pupils to each
teacher.
Promotions are made in each school by the regular teach-
er at the end of the school year in June. In doubtful cases
the Superintendent is consulted. These promotions are
based on the estimate of the pupil's daily work made by the
teacher, and recorded at the end of each month, in the Gram-
mar schools, on report cards sent to the parents. When
conditions seem to justify it, a pupil may be promoted on
trial for a month. Tn such a case, the parent is notified by
written form of the intended conditional promotion, and the
promotion in this form is made only in case the parent gives
written consent thereto. If, at the end of the probationary
period, the pupil's work warrants it, the promotion is made
for the rest of the year, but no pupil is expected to be re-
tained in any class when his interests are best served by his
going back to a lower one.
The subjects of class study remain practicallv the same as
last year. There is fair opportunity to change the work for
the two upper grades at least, lessening the amount of work
in two or three subjects, and substituting other work for
that omitted. An attempt was made last year to point out
how that might be done to good purpose, but no action has
been taken in the matter. On the whole, the work in most
of the Grammar schools is being well done. The schools
are reasonably well supplied with books and other material
necessary for good work. Books in sufficient number and
variety and character are available that each school may
every day read or listen to a selection from the best which
literature has to offer. But it must be confessed that much
of the work in reading fails of its full purpose. Ability to
read, well is desirable, and the pupil must be helped to secure
it. The mechanics of reading must be mastered, and to this
end drill is necessary. But it is also necessary to remem-
ber that the ability to read is a means, and not an end, that
the purpose of it is to secure pleasure and profit and to act
as an incentive to good thought and noble deed. "It is
quite possible in any class at school or college to so misuse
a piece of literature by making it the basis of a lessen in
mere word calling that it shall not cause one throb of inter-
est in the heart of the reader, but rather cultivate a dis-
taste for what lie might have learned to love." It is
worth while for a short time every day in school, to forget
the means and omit the drill, and give unrestrained oppor-
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tunity to the pupil to enjoy the reading, to find the author's
thought, the book's content, which alone is worth the
seeking.
It is evident that in most Grammar schools of today, the
teacher is trying to teach too many subjects. This does
not mean that too many subjects are found in the curricu-
lum.
, It is possible to teach them all, and more, when the
conditions are rig'ht for the most efficient school organiza-
tion and with teaching at its best. The full curriculum
need prove no detriment to the pupil, but it has become a
serious burden to the teacher. Usually a teacher ought not
to be expected to teach more than three subjects, and those
should be closely related. She has neither time nor strength
to prepare more. She is likely to dissipate her energy, and
lose her enthusiasm when she attempts to teach all the sub-
jects in the modern school course. She cannot do all the
work well.
Departmental work is in a measure a remedv for this con-
dition of affairs. It affords a partial relief to the over-
burdened teacher. In a school where there are several
teachers it enables each teacher to devote herself to those
branches which she is best fitted to teach. She may teach
as many classes, but fewer subjects. It is a method of
work calculated to make it possible for a teacher to center
her interest and energy on a few related subjects, and to
enable her to utilize her power and skill to the best ad-
vantage.
We should like to try this method of work here, but con-
ditions do not favor it. The schools are scattered in so
many small buildings that a teacher can rarely do work in
any other room of the same grade than her own. To do
so she would, in most cases, have to go to some other school
building at a distance from her own; and school time is too
short to warrant spending any of it in such a way.
It is this policy of scattering the schools, a policy so firm-
ly entrenched here, which so seriously interferes with their
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work. For effective school work, it is a policy most un-
desirable, most unnecessary and most expensive. It practi-
cally forbids an efficient organization of the schools and
economical methods of supporting them; and so depart-
mental work, with many other desirable things, must wait
until conditions lend themselves better to that purpose.
HIGH SCHOOL.
Graduates of the Grammar schools are admitted to the
High School by certificate. No formal examination is re-
quired, except in the case of those from other places who ap-
ply for admission. There were 42 who received certi-
ficates last June, and 38 of those receiving them entered the
High School in the Fall.
At present there are 186 pupils enrolled at the High
School building; of these fifty are members of the Ninth
Grade, who in all respects, save subjects of study, are
a part of the High School. This fills the seating capacity
of the assembly room, and every class room is in use.
The present current expenses of the High School build-
ing are
:
Teachers' salaries, $5,650 00
Janitor, 450 00
Fuel and light, . 600 00
$6,700
The present membership of the High School is 136 pupils,
and six teachers. The average number of pupils to a teach-
er in Massachusetts High schools is twenty-six; the aver-
age number to a teacher here is only twenty-three. This is
a good working number, and should insure few, if any, large
classes for any teacher there. The work of the sc 100 1 is
carried on in four courses as follows
Boys Girls Total
Classical Course, 3 I 4
Science Course, 21 38 59
Literary Course, 7 15 22
Commercial Course, 36 1.5 51
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Each of the four courses named above ordinarily requires
four years for its completion. The student in the Classical
course sometimes needs to do an additional year's work to
meet college requirements for admission. With a few re-
strictions such as seem necessary to prevent waste of time
by injudicious or careless selection of subjects, any student
for whom a full course is unnecessary or impossible may
ordinarily take a special or partial course suited to his pur-
pose. In this way, too, pupils who wish to take a full
course, but who, for reasons of health are not able to do so,
may make the work of each year easier by doing- it more
leisurely, taking- five or more years to complete the regular
four years' course. By such an arrangement the ad-
vantages of the school are offered to some who would other-
wise be barred from them, while the number of classes and
the teaching work of the school is not materially increased
thereby.
Tt will be noticed that there are only four pupils in the
Classical Course. The distinctive feature of this course is
that it requires Greek. A rule such as many schools of
the size of our High School have, requiring that the num-
ber of pupils necessary to form a class in an elective subject
shall be at least twelve in the first year, ten in the second
year, eight in the third, and six in the last year, would cut
out the teaching of Greek in the school altogether. It is
expensive to support a class in this subject, or in any other,
for four pupils. In fairness to the other classes it is a
question whether it would not be best to omit Greek until a
larger number wish to take it. If this were done, the school
wculd still prepare pupils for college in the Science Course,
but without the Greek, which a few colleges still require for
admittance.
It may be noted, too, that more than one third of the
whole school is classed in the Commercial Course. This line
of wrork needs considerable room. During the past year
the typewriters have had to be used in the school corridors,
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there being no suitable place for them elsewhere. If many
more elect that sort of work it will be necessary to make
special provision for its classes by equipping a room with
commercial desks and partition off a part of it by folding
doors for the typewriters.
But it is not probable that the Commercial course will
grow very much unless there should be a large increase in
the school enrollment. There has been a loud call for
young men and women especially trained for office work,
and many schools have responded to the call by furnishing
stenographers and typewriters at short notice. But busi-
ness men are coming to realize, what many of them already
knew, that young people with a specific training, and with-
out a broader and more liberal training underlying and sup-
porting it, are in the long run a source of disappointment.
The specific training should come if needed, but only in
addition to the broader training which a good high school,,
or a school of equal grade, can supply. There are no more
liberal and enlightening courses than those of Commerce and
Industries, and none more important for the boy or girl of
today. But the work of such courses as arranged to-day,
is beyond the capacity of the ordinary high school pupil; it
belongs more especially to the more mature mind in the
technical school or college. The high school course in those
subjects is apt to degenerate into mere vocational work,
especially the manual one of shorthand and typewriting,
with a smattering of commercial custom and law. I do
not mean that shorthand and typewriting, and other voca-
tional training in the high school are not valuable, and
serve a useful purpose ; but that these alone do not meet the
needs of the business world.
"It is generally assumed that there is a pronounced dif-
ference of opinion between the practical business man and
the educational expert. From the one, the idea frequent-
ly finds expression that vocational aims should more largely
dominate school practice. The other usually deprecate*
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early specialization, emphasizing the larger if less immediate
results which come from a broad and liberal training. The
two ideas are not wholly inconsistent, and from such evi-
dence as I have collected, I am convinced that the difference
of opinion is more fancied than real."
The high school principal who wrote the above, sent let-
ters to some of the successful business men in Boston, asking
them among other things, the question, "What sort of train-
ing does the business man want?" adding that "Hitherto
we have relied upon a general rather than a specfiic training
for. business; but we are quite willing to change our policy
if in the judgment of those most interested and best in-
formed, it is desirable."
A few extracts from the replies received are as follows
:
"We think that your plan of providing a general educa-
tion is a sound one, and more likely to furnish a more useful
foundation than any attempt at special or specific training
with a view to turning out ready-made workmen without
knowledge of the kind of work likely to be required. With
such an education, and with habits of punctuality, order, and
especially of application, we think that any youth of aver-
age ability would soon master the special requirements of a
business office. Advancement and success will then depend
on individual effort, and success in improving upon what he
has been called upon to do, and in seeking in anticipation
opportunities for further usefulness. For it must be re-
membered that an office is not a school, and that employees
and superiors are not teachers nor philanthropists, but often
rivals and competitors."
And another: "Answering from an employer's standpoint
your question as to whether a secondary school ought to give
boys a specific and technical or general training- to prepare
them for bread -winning, 1 would say that from my exper-
ience, most emphatically, a general training. If you will
send us boys trained to think logically, to reason from cause
to result, such boys will make a success. What I mean is.
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that if a boy has been taught to reason rightly he will find
out very soon after coining to us that advancement is not
due to favoritism or luck, but to fitness, and if certain speci-
fic and technical requirements are necessary for that ad-
vancement, he will set himself to work to acquire them, and,
knowing that an opportunity is dependent upon their mast-
ery, will acquire them much more quickly than he will in
school without any such inducement."
It is a fair inference, 1 think, that these expres-
sions represent quite well the opinions of many others
in the business world well able to judge what qualifi-
cations the young man or woman about to enter the field
of business should possess. It is also fair to infer that they
believe, as the school believes, that these qualifications are
developed, not alone, nor mainly, by courses in business
practice, but by that course of training which is best adapted
to develop the capabilities of the individual pupil, which
puts him in possession and control of all his powers, and
which teaches him, to use them to the best advantage in what-
ever field of labor he may at length decide to work. In
this the business world and the school are in full accord.
The graduating exercises of the class of 1903, Plymouth
High school, were held Monday evening, June 22.
GRADUATES.
BESSIE L. ALLEN
CHRISTINA C. ANDERSON
LAWRENCE W. CHURCHILL
WARREN W. COLE
ALICE I. COLLINGWOOD
GRACE B. ELLIS
VIOLET T. FOSTER
KNOWLTON B. HOLMES
ROSE W. HOWLAND
MARY A. KENNEDY
GRACE C. KING '
JOSEPHINE F. LANGFORD
CLARA B. LITCHFIELD
GRACE I. MANTER
HARRY E. McARDLE
MARY W. MORTON
EUNICE B. PAULDING
CHARLES L. SPROUL
WILLIAM R. WOOD
There are at present four ungraded schools, with a total
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membership of 56. The largest of these schools is at
Cedarville, with a membership of 21, and the small-
est, at Long Pond, with a membership of 10. The
school at Ellisville
t
remains closed. There are only
two children there to attend school, and they are
carried to Ship Pond at an expense of $200 a year.
There is also a school of five pupils maintained in a dwelling
house at the Gurnet, and taught by the mother of two of the
pupils. The cost of supporting these schools is about $32.00
for each child in average membership. From a financial
standpoint, the support of the rural school seems expensive
as compared with the amount paid for the other schools.
But the rural school is the main public interest of the people
in the district where it is located, and they are generally
much concerned that the work done in the school shall be
good.
The children in attendance in these small schools are more
readily reached and more permanently influenced by school
interests than are the pupils in larger schools; for they are
practically free from the attractions which in larger com-
munities divide the interest of the children and interfere
with their school work. It is doubtless true that the rural
school under wise management and good teaching, is its
community's greatest power for good, and that it reaches
and influences all the people to a much greater degree than
would be possible in more populous districts.
Because this is so, every reasonable effort should be made
to have present in every rural school all the conditions which
favor efficient work there.
TEXT-BOOKS.
It is now 20 years since, by law, cities and towns in Mas-
sachusetts have been required to provide necessary books,
supplies and apparatus to pupils at public expense.
Under this law every child in attendance is promptly pro-
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vided with the necessary material and the school can begin
its work at once, without waiting for delinquents to supply
themselves. If it were left to parents to furnish their chil-
dren with school apliances, there would be much delay.
It has been the policy here to provide the schools gener-
ously with such books and supplies as can be used to advan-
tage, and to change books when better ones appear on the
market, which give promise of better results. It is quite
possible with the low rates at which primary class books
can be bought, to substitute new books at a lower figure than
that for which those needing rebinding can be put in usable
shape.
The supplies with us are bought on bids, at the lowest
figure that will secure a fair quality of material: and all the
schools are provided with goods of a uniform quality. Dur-
ing the vast six years the average expense each year for
books and supplies has been $2,581.82," for an average num-
ber of E491 pupils. This gives an average cost per pupil of
$1.73 a year. In this sum about 73 cents represent the cost
of supplies, and the re^t is the cost of books and apparatus.
In this way from seven to ten books are furnished to the
use of each pupil every year, for less than one dollar. It
does not need argument to show that under the free text-
book law, books and supplies are being provided at a very
much lower rate than parents, individually, could supply
them.
There is more or less complaint that some books given
out for pupils to use are in an unsatisfactory condition, es-
pecially that they are sometimes soiled or worn or torn. In
some cases the complaint is doubtless just. Keeping in mind
the necessity for economical management as well as the
welfare of the children, it is always a matter for the use of
good judgment as to when a book or a set of books should
be discarded. It is never intended that the exercise of econ-
omy shall stand in the way of furnishing suitable books and
supplies to all schools, or that it shall prevent the withdrawal
—159
—
from further service all those which, for any reason, are no-
longer fit for use. The free text-book law has made pro-
vision for those parents, who, for any reason, think it would
be better to buy books, for their children. It provides that
pupils may purchase from any city or town, at not more
than the cost price to such city or town, any text books
which are, or are to be, used by them in the public schools.
This is a provision, however, which has not been resorted
to here a half a dozen times in as many years.
The free text-book law does not in all respects
work satisfactorily. The tendency to use public prop-
erty without due care is often very apparent. Material
generously supplied is apt to breed a spirit of negligence and
waste in its use. But there has been a considerable gain in
this matter, so far as the schools are concerned. In every
well-ordered school there are only a very few children who
fail to exercise due care in the use of such school property
as is assigned to them. Paying the cost of repairing or
replacing a lost or abused book, a marred desk or a defaced
building, is usually an effective reminder to the forgetful
pupil that the rights of public property are as sacred as his
own.
The free text-book law, making it unnecessary that par-
ents should buy any school books, has deprived many homes
of the only books they would be likely to accumulate. A
family of children buying their books would build up quite
a little library in a few years ; and it often has happened that
such a collection has been the nucleus for other and more
valuable books. In any case, in homes where books are rare
visitors, such text-books as are owned by the children of the
family, whatever be their intrinsic worth, have a peculiar
value. To most of us our old well-thumbed school books,
with the memories that hang about them, supply a pleasure
far beyond their real value? Mindful of this, the legislature
has attempted to make good the loss which the free text-
book system in this particular causes, and has passed the fol-
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lowing : If the school committee so votes, pupils who com-
plete two years in any public school in grades more ad-
vanced than the fourth grade, may, upon graduating from
the grammar school and upon application to the school com-
mittee, be permitted to acquire the permanent ownership of
such three text books used during the last year of their at-
tendance at school as they may select.
It is hoped that the commitee may think best to adopt
this provision of the text-book law.
MEDICAL INSPECTION.
I wish to renew the recommendation made last year, that
the committee consider the question of some form of medical
inspection for the schools. The Board of Health is prompt
in reporting to the schools cases of contagious disease, and
the schools are alert to discover and exclude those who are
likely to spread the disease; but frequently this does not
meet the necessities of the case. There are children in the
early stages of contagious disease, who continue in school.
They are not excluded because no one knows definitely that
there is any danger until the injury is done. We need a
medical expert upon whom we can call for advice in regard
to children who we have reason to think ought to be ex-
cluded from school.
In a recent report of the State Board of Education, Dr.
Prince, an agent of the board, has this to say
:
"The most apparent need of advice is in the detection of
the first stages of contagious diseases, such as diphtheria,
scarlet fever and measles. The laws of Massachusetts pro-
vide for the careful exclusion of all pupils from school who
are sick with or have been exposed to infectious diseases;
but careful observance of this law cannot prevent the spread
of disease which appears in such incipient form as to escape
the detection of parents and teachers. What is needed, for
the sake of the community as well as of the persons afflicted,
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is some form of inspection which will keep from the school
all pupils from whom there is any danger of contagion."
The school is under at least as great an obligation to care
for the child's health as it is to care for him in any other
particular. There are few improvements in the school ser-
vice which contribute to that end, and which can be obtained
at so small a cost as that of regular medical inspection.
TEACHERS.
The changes in teachers still continue too numerous for
the best interest of the schools. During the year covered
by this report there have been 14 resignations, a number
more than one-fourth of all the teachers employed. This is
equivalent to changing the whole corps once in three to
four years. These wholesale changes sadly interfere with
school work. There are resignations from some causes
which Ave cannot hope to control; but those which come by
reason of low salaries, we ought, in a measure, at least, to
prevent.
It is one of the most discouraging duties in school service
to attempt to retain good teachers, or to fill satisfactorily the
places of those we cannot keep because of the small salaries
we are obliged to offer. The language of a resolution passed
by the committee on resolutions of the National Educational
association at Boston last summer is worth quoting and
reading
:
"Teaching in the public schools will not be a suitably at-
tractive and permanent career, nor will it command as much
of the ability of the country as it should, until the teachers
are properly compensated, and are assured of an undisturbed
term of office during efficiency and good behavior. A large
part of a teacher's reward must always be the pleasure in
the character and quality of the work done; but the
money compensation of the teacher should be sufficient to
maintain an appropriate standard of living. Legislative
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measures to give support to these principles deserve the ap-
proval of the press and the people.
The average salary paid here to women teachers in grades
below the high school is $410.50 per year. The state aver-
age for the same grades is nearly 20 per cent more than we
are able to pay. Living expenses here are reasonably high.
Few teachers are fortunate enough to secure suitable accom-
modations for less than $5.50 a week for board. A teacher
must pay for 52 weeks in the year, although she is in active
service for only 40 weeks. If she does her duty, she needs
the means for rest and recreation the rest of the year. After
paying the necessary expense for board, on the basis of 52
weeks, she has left of her salary $124 for all other living ex-
penses. If we hope to attract men and women of ability to
the school service and retain them there, if we expect much
from teachers in the way of preparation for their work be-
fore they begin, and in professional improvement while at
work, they must receive an adequate amount for their ser-
vices, that they may feel free to snend something in keeping
abreast of the educational progress of the times.
Because of the great increase in the cost of living, and of
nearly everything that pertains to life, that has taken place
within the last few years, and because the movement to in-
crease teachers' salaries has already made considerable prog-
ress in other places which, compared with Plymouth, can
poorly afford it, there is urgent need that more generous pro-
vision for salaries be made here, especially for the salaries
of teachers in grades below the high school.
The re-appointment of teachers in Plymouth is a matter
of formality. The conscientious teacher of average success
can here have no reasonable doubt of her re-election. Never-
theless, it is a yearly proceeding of the school committee,
which causes more or less uneasiness to many good teachers.
There seems no good reason why they should be disturbed
each year by this needless act on the part of the committee.
If a teacher has been doing satisfactory work for a year or
—163-
two, we are at least as likely to retain her by electing her to
serve "during the pleasure of the committee," as by dis-
turbing her equanimity by an annual re-appointment.
Whether it be so or not, to most people it seems an indignity
to be subjected to a yearly election.
The Massachusetts legislature has recognized this by pass-
ing a law authorizing school committees to give to teachers
undisturbed tenure of office, such as is meant in the resolu-
tion mentioned above. The law reads : ''The School Com-
mittee may elect a teacher who has served as such in the
public schools of its city or town for not less than one year,
to serve as such at the pleasure of the committee."
This provision of law has been adopted in more than
one hundred communities of Massachusetts. Where it is
adopted, every interest of the school is well guarded, since
any unsatisfactory teacher may be retired at any time, even
though the tenure of office be permanent.
There appears no good reason why it would not be well
to adopt this provision of law here. It is a matter
wholly within the jurisdiction and discretion of the School
Committee, and is well worth their consideration.
The work of the schools during the past year has been
carried on very quietly. No changes in the outline of work
or in the policy of school management has been made. There
has been little friction from within or without the schools
to hinder their work. The large measure of harmony and
good-will which exists in every part of the school service,
has rendered that service pleasant and profitable to all con-
cerned. The schools are far from perfect; there is abundant
cause for just criticism. It could hardly be otherwise in
this day when so much is demanded of the schools, when the
work to be performed is attempted in such a variety of ways
because there is no common consent as to which of these
ways is the best, and when the financial resources for doing
this work are of necessity limited.
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Those having* the schools in their immediate charge are
not insensible to their deficiencies; none know so well as the
teachers and school officers their defects and shortcomings,
and none are more anxious to remove them. Their success
in doing so depends in large measure upon a loyal and
appreciative public sentiment and a generous financial sup-
port.
It is in no perfunctory spirit that I again wish to assure
the committee of my appreciation of their confidence, and to
commend the earnest co-operation of the teachers, upon
whose" faithful work the success of the schools chiefly de-
pends.
Respectfully submitted,
FRANCIS J. HEAVENS,
Supt. of Schools.
Feb. 15, 1904.
LIST OF TEACHERS.
IN THE SCHOOLS OF PLYMOUTH, MASS.
1903- 1 904.
High School.
George F. Kenney, Principal, English and Latin.
Winifred G. Hill, Mathematics and Greek.
Sarah E. Ridlon, History and English.
May L. Booth, German and French.
M. Edith Winslow, Commercial Studies.
Mary W. Cross, Science.
Augusta M. Morton, Ninth Grade.
North Schools.
Grade.
3-
2.
2.
1.
1.
1.
Bettv Alden.
Leella F. Barnes.
Elizabeth H. Sampson.
Maude H. Lermond.
Gertrude C. Bennett.
Adelaide G. Irwin.
Annie W. Burgess.
Frederick N. Knapp School.
Grade.
6.
5-
4-
3-
Marion S. Dickinson.
Lydia E. Holmes.
Kate G. Zahn.
Mary W. Burgess.
Georgiana E. Taylor.I—2.
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Burton School.
Grade.
8. Charles F. Cole.
5. Mabel K. Davis.
4. Teresa A. Rogan.
3. Ethel Egerton.
Cornish School.
Grade.
7. Addie L. Bartlett.
6. Edna M. Dunning.
6. Lillian G. Small.
7. Katherine A. O'Brien.
5. Bessie R. Leonard.
Russell Street District.
Grade.
I—2. Bertha M. Briggs.
I—2. Mary T. Ford.
I—2. Georgiana Smith.
3
—4. Mary A. Casey.
Mount Pleasant School.
Grade.
7_8. Arthur R. Gledhill.
5—6. Nancy S. Allen.
4. Esther C. Manter.
3. Annie M. Frost.
Grade.
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Mount Pleasant District.
1. Ethel Reed.
2. Frances E. Weston.
I—2. Lizzie E. Mitchell.
I
—
4. Mabel Douglass.
Grade.
Chiltonville.
6
—
9. William Keyes.
1
—
5. Martha W. Whitmore.
1
—
5. Kate W. Sampson.
1
—
5. Mary A. Morton.
Grade.
Manomet.
6
—
9 Anna J. Billings.
1
—
5. Julia M. Allen.
Ungraded.
Vallerville.
Grace Farrington.
Ungraded.
Cedarville.
Alice L. Gifford.
Ungraded.
Long Pond.
Eunice Paulding.
Ungraded.
Music.
Drawing.
Sloyd.
South Pond.
Grace Ellis.
Minnie M. Jameson.
Marion F. Holmes.
Annie B. Whidden.
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LIST OF JURORS.
Prepared by the Selectmen in accordance with Chapter 176
of the Revised Laws:
Avery, Elmer E., milk dealer.
Bachelder, John L., rivet maker.
Bagem William J., overseer.
Bailey, Frederick P., plumber.
Barnes, Alfred L., clerk.
Barnes, Harrison O., painter.
Barrows, William H., rivet maker.
Bartlett, Ephraim D., carpenter.
Bartlett, James E., retired.
Bennett, Orrin W., stone cutter.
Bennett, Sylvanus S., carpenter.
Besse, Herbert F., clerk.
Blackmer, Maltiah B., stable keeper.
Blanchard, George H., milk dealer.
Bradford, Edward W.', Jr., bookkeeper.
Bradford, George H., conductor.
Bradford, Louis K., machinist.
Brown, Walter H.. foreman.
Burgess, Ezra T., carpenter.
Burns, Alfred S., clerk.
Carleton, Frank L., motorman.
Chandler, Albert L., bookkeeper.
Chandler, Arthur J., farmer.
Chase. Walter H., grocer.
Churchill, George, carpenter.
Clark. James H., foreman.
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Clark, Nathaniel T., carpenter.
Clough, Edward, grocer.
Cobb, Walter B., shoemaker.
Cole, Henry H., clothier.
Collingwood, William C, farmer.
Collingwood, James A., furniture.
Damon, John H. machinist.
Dickson, Russell L., clerk.
Doten, Charles M., reporter.
Douglass, Nathan W., photographer.
Drew, Harrison W., sail maker.
Eldridge, Willie T., clerk.
Ellis, Ziba R., farmer.
Einney, Alfred C, milkman.
Finney, Charles W., machinist.
Finney, Clark, teamster.
Finney, Frank S., bookkeeper.
Finney, John R., conductor.
Frost, Charles T., superintendent.
Hadaway, Augustus S., Jr., fisherman.
Hall, John F., laborer.
Harlow, Albert T., carpenter.
Harris, Charles F. H., tackmaker.
Harris, John A., hardware dealer.
Hatch, Charles P., retired.
Hayden, Charles E., car inspector.
Heath, Willis K., bookkeeper.
Hedge, William R., insurance.
Hobart, George B., bookkeeper.
Holmes, Charles H., civil engineer.
Holmes, Stephen, farmer.
Howland, Edgar W., machinist.
Howland, George B., conductor.
Howland, Carroll D., carpenter.
Jewell, Roscoe A., farmer.
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Johnson, Charles L., cobbler.
Jordan, Frank, pharmacist.
Kierstead, James S., carpenter.
King, John F., grocer.
Lahey, Jeremiah J., grocer.
Lanman, Charles W., ice dealer.
Lanman, Nathaniel G., shoemaker.
Loring, Otto, carpenter.
Mabbett, George, manufacturer.
Manter, Joseph L., teamster.
Marshall, John H.. foreman.
Mawbey, Joseph, janitor.
Maxwell, Herbert S., clerk.
Maybury, Joseph A., Jr., barber.
Moore, John F., dry goods
Morissey, Herbert, insurance.
Morton, John L., carpenter.
Paty, Fred W., oil dealer.
Perkins, Isaac H., mason.
Pierce, Branch H., laborer.
Quartz, Frank, Jr., grocer.
Ransom, Levi, hackman.
Raymond, Caleb R., painter.
Raymond, Benjamin P.. superintendent.
Read, George F., foreman.
Riedel, Henry, tacker.
Rich. Albert S., plumber.
Ripley, Edward T., manufacturer.
Rogers, Charles, moulder.
Royal, Henry W., bookkeeper.
Russell, John, clerk.
Rogan, John, contractor.
Sampson, Elisha, mason.
Sampson, Ernest L. mason.
Sampson, George J., clerk.
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Sampson, Ossian M., tacker.
Sampson, Pel ham. teamster.
Sears, Daniel W., milk dealer.
Smith, Adoniram ]., superintendent.
Smith, Charles A., news dealer.
Smith. Charles H. carpenter.
Snow, William N., furniture.
SprotiL James L., tacker.
Stranger, Elwin N., clothier.
Strong. Charles A., dry goods.
Swan. George, Jr., Cordage.
Talbot, Richmond, salesman.
Taylor, William B., janitor.
Thomas, Loring B., carpenter.
Thomas, Henry C, provisions.
Tripp, Lyman F., blacksmith.
Ward, Lyman, barber.
Watson, Thomas R.. nurseryman.
Wasson, Alexander, harness maker.
Welch, Michael D., plumber.
Weston, Edmund, cranberry culturer.
Wells, Freeman E., retired.
Whiting, Herbert F., carpenter.
.Whiting, Pelham. pilot.
Whittemore, Luther S., conductor.
Whitten, Edward W., laborer.
Wilde, William E., Wilde's Spa.
Woodward, George C, clerk.
Wood, George. W., provisions.
Zahn, Charles, shoe dealer.
TOWN MEETING.
To either of the Constables in the Town of Plymouth, in
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:
Greeting :
In the name of the Commonwealth you are hereby
directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of Plymouth,
qualified to vote in elections and town affairs, to meet in the
Casino, in said Plymouth, on Saturday, the fifth day of
March, 1904, at 6 o'clock in the forenoon, and in said Casino,
in said Plymouth, on Saturday, the second day of April,
1904, at 9 o'clock in the forenoon, to act on the following
articles, to wit:
Article 1. To choose a Moderator to preside at said
meeting.
Article 2. To choose all necessary town officers. The
following officers to be voted for all on one ballot, viz : Five
.Selectmen, Town Clerk, Town Treasurer, Collector of
Taxes, Auditor, one member of a Board of Health for three
years, one Assessor for three years, seven Constables, two
Overseers of the Poor, one for three years and one for two
years; one Water Commissioner for three years, two mem-
bers of the School Committee for three years, one Park
Commissioner for three years, and three members of a Com-
mittee on Agawam and Halfway Pond Fishery; and to vote
by ballot, "Yes" or "No," in answer to the question, "Shall
licenses be granted for the sale of intoxicating liquors in
this Town?"
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The polls for the election of officers and the vote on the
license question will be open at the Casino at 6 o'clock in
the forenoon, on said Saturday, the 5th day of March, 1904,
any may be closed at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. Both of
said days will constitute the Annual Meeting, and this call
is issued in accordance with the vote of the Town, passed
June 5th, 1897, as amended March 2nd, 1903.
Article 3. To hear the reports of the several boards of
officers and committees of the Town, and act thereon.
Article 4. To revise and accept a list of Jurors prepared
by the Selectmen.
Article 5. To see if the Town will authorize the Treas-
urer, under the direction of the Selectmen, to borrow money
in anticipation of taxes, and for disbursement under the
provisions of the law relating- to State Aid and Military Aid,
and to defray the expenses of the Town after January 1,
1905.
Article 6. To make the necessary appropriations to de-
fray the expenses of the Town, and for other purposes, and
to raise such sums of money as the Town shall deem ex-
pedient.
Article 7. To see if the Town will appropriate the sum
of $150.00 to pay the expenses of Memorial Day.
Article 8. To take such action as the Town may see fit
in aid of the Public Library.
Article 9. To see if the town will authorize the Select-
men to renew any note or notes heretofore, authorized, which
are now due, or may become due the present year, for such
time, and on such terms as they may deem expedient for the
interests of the Town.
Article 10. To see what appropriation the Town will
make for the care and improvement of the various public
parks, and of Training Green.
Article 1 1 . To take such action as the Town may think
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expedient to preserve the purity of the sources of our water
supply.
Article 12. To see what action the Town will take upon
the bequest of the late Lucy J. Parker, to establish drinking
fountains.
Article 13. To see if the Town will authorize the Se-
lectmen to employ counsel and incur expenses, as provided
by statute, to represent the Town before the committee of
the Legislature on Counties, on the petition of E. H. Keith
and- others, for the removal of the Registry of Deeds and
Probate, and the petition of the County Commissioners for
a new building for Registry of Deeds and Probate at Plym-
outh.
Article 14. To see if the town will consider the ques-
tion of the salaries of all Town officers and act thereon. By
petition.
Article 15. To see what action the town will take in re-
gard to providing an armory, including the purchase of land
and the erection of a building thereon.
Article 16. To see if the Town will authorize the Se-
lectmen to issue bonds or notes of the Town, not to exceed
$18,000.00 for the purpose of raising money for an armory,
including land therefor.
Article 17. To see if the Town will place its woodlands
under the care of the park commissioners.
Article 18. To see what action the town will take to
provide better Town House accommodations.
Article 19. To see if the Town will provide additional
school room needed at the North part of the Town and
also at the centre of the Town, and for that purpose make
such appropriation as may be required for land and build-
ings.
Article 20. To see if the Town will authorize the Se-
lectmen to issue bonds or notes of the Town to an amount
necessary to carry into effect such action as the Town may
take under Article 19.
Article 21. To see if the Town will vote to macadamize
Market and Sandwich streets, from Town square to Jabez
Corner, and make an appropriation therefor.
Article 22. To see if the Town will authorize the Se-
lectmen to issue bonds or notes of the Town to an amount
not exceeding $8,000.00, for the purpose of macadamizing
Market and Sandwich streets.
Article 23. To see if the town will appropriate $1,000.00
for the extension of water pipes.
Article 24. To see if the Town will lay a 6-inch pipe
from Sandwich street, down Fremont street, along Union
street, through Water street to Sandwich street, at a cost
not to exceed $2,500.00. (By request.)
Article 25. To see if the Town will vote to build a new
fence at Oak Grove and Vine Hill cemeteries, and make an
appropriation therefor.
Article 26. To see if the Town will approprtaie $600.00
for new fire alarm boxes.
Article 27. To see if the Town will appropriate the sum
of $1,200.00 for new hose.
Article 28. To see if the Town will appropriate the sum
of $500.00 for repairs to Engine houses.
Article 29. To see if the Town will vote to deepen the
bed of Eel river, from the vicinity of the lower bridge, at
the head of the beach to the mouth of the river, at the
harbor, and remove all obstructions therein, which retard
the free flow of the water; and appropriate the sum of
$200.00 to be used for that purpose. (By petition.)
Article 30. To see if the Town will vote and appro-
priate the sum of $300.00 for the purpose of cutting the hill
in Pondville, South Plymouth, known as Pratt's hill, and to
widen and cover the road way of the same.
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Article 31. To see if the Town will accept and allow
the layout of Forest avenue, from Court street to Spooner
street, as laid out by the Selectmen and reported to the
Town.
Article 32. To see if the Town will authorize the Select-
men to enter into an agreement to pay part of the expense
of building state highways, and raise and appropriate any
money the .action of the Town may require.
Article 33. To see if the Town will authorize the Select-
men to issue bonds or notes of the Town for the purpose of
raising money to be expended under the previous article.
And you are hereby required to serve this warrant in the
manner prescribed by vote of the Town, by posting notices
thereof in three public places in the Town, seven days at
least before the meeting, one of which postings shall be in
Chiltonville, and one in Manomet Ponds, and also by pub-
lishing the Warrant in the newspapers published in Plym-
outh, and make return thereof with your doings, thereon,
at the time and place above mentioned.
Given under our hands this twentieth day of February,
in the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred and four.
HORACE M. SAUNDERS,
DEXTER H. CRAIG,
IRA C. WARD,
Selectmen of Plymouth.
February 20, 1904.
PLYMOUTH, ss.
Pursuant to the foregoing warrant, the inhabitants of
the Town of PlymoJJm, qualified to vote in elections and
town affairs, are hereby notified to meet at the time and
place, and for the purposes therein mentioned.
BENJ. F. GODDARD,
Constable of Plymouth.
